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Background
AT THE BEGINNING of this century the field
now comprising the Burgh by Sands village green
‘Wildlife Area’ was a shallow elongated basin of
wet, rushy grassland lying alongside
the Burgh by Sands/Bowness Road.
It was bought in February 2005 using funds
raised by public donation and pledges from
villagers.
Planning consent for change of use from
agriculture to village green was approved in March
2005.
Following local consultation, in September
2005, decisions were made to develop a
recreational area (playing field) to the east and,
following reference in the April 2003 Parish Plan,
to ‘preserving and enhancing the variety
of natural habitats therein’, to similarly create
a ‘wildlife area’ of some 3 acres at the lower, wetter,
western end of the site.
Applications for grant-aid were successful and
a professional wildlife consultant appointed to plan
and manage the major works associated with the
development of the wildlife area.
Creation of the playing field, associated paths,
parking area, boundary wall and fences was largely
in the hands of local businessman Fred Story,
whose firm (Story Construction) donated
considerable time, use of machinery and materials
in addition to formally contracted works.
Throughout he was advised by the ‘Burgh by
Sands Sports and Recreation Association’ which
had been established in 1999.
As long as can be remembered, the field, and
in particular its western end has always been damp
to wet rushy grassland, indeed, it was sometimes
referred to locally as ‘The Bog’.
It is drained by a small beck running the
length of the field and lies on a mineral (boulder
clay/alluvium) soil. No doubt the structure of the
soil has been disturbed considerably from time to
time. It is possible that the ‘Vallum’ associated with

Hadrian’s Wall runs beneath part of the site, and
the construction of the 19th Century canal and
railway, since abandoned, will have modified the
area as well as past attempts to improve it
for agriculture.
The aims of the BBSSRA were to retain
the character of this part of the field whilst
attempting to enhance its floristic and faunistic
richness by careful management and the addition
of an open water (pond) habitat.
Additionally, on the advice of the consultant
(J. Rook of ‘Open Spaces’) plans were drawn
up to provide a variety of grassland types and
small reed beds. The beck was modified to provide
additional features such as riffIes and pools to
further extend the range of wetland habitats, and
a dipping platform installed at the pond’s margin.
Grant-aid conditions called for full provision
of facilities for public use and enjoyment, and for
the involvement of the village community
in its construction and development.
As work progressed on the ‘wildlife area’
I made regular monthly visits to record some
of the changes as they happened.
During August 2010 the fencing, gates,
footpaths and bridges were completed.
Notices were posted requesting the publics’
co-operation by not entering the wildlife area
as it develops. This suggested that now might
be a suitable time to draw together my short
‘visit notes’ into one document.
The following pages of photographs and
observations form a ‘diary’ of the first three years
up until major works on the field were completed
in 2010.
‘The seeds are sown’.

DECEMBER 2010

2008 - Early visits
I MADE TWELVE VISITS to the site between

16th April and 4th September 2008 to collect basic
information on plants and animals present on or
adjacent to the site.

Village green area prior to work beginning

Additionally, Dave Caryl produced a plant list
attributing species to two main ‘zones’ which he
mapped as - Raised dry grassland (inclined from
1-2 metres) and Level, low lying damp grassland.
Between us we listed some seventy plant
species before the wildlife area was sprayed with
Glyphosate on August 4th 2008.
Following this the pond was excavated and
the whole 3 acres landscaped, effectively producing
a blank (if muddy) ‘canvas’ upon which to work.

Rough grass and rushes

Sprayed vegetation August 2008

Residual Glyphosate

Dave Caryl's Vegetation map and plant list

BASELINE PLANT COMMUNITIES AND SUB-ZONES - May 2008
1A - RAISED DRY GRASSLAND
(INCLINED FROM 2 - 1 METRES)
Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus)

Timothy grass (Phleum pratense)
Poplar seedlings (Populus sp.)
Common Nettle (Urtica dioica)
Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris)
Broad-leaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius)
Dandelion (Taraxacum sp.)
Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria)
1B - AS 1A BUT ALSO SUPPORTING:
Goosegrass (Galium aparine)

Reed Sweet-grass

(Glyceria maxima)

1C - AS 1A BUT ALSO SUPPORTING:
Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata)

Pignut (Conopodium majus)
Goosegrass (Galium aparine)
Large Speedwell (Veronica austriaca)*
Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
Chickweed (Stellaria sp.)

2A LEVEL, LOW-LYING DAMP GRASSLAND
Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus)

Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris)
Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus repens)
Broad-leaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius)
Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine pratensis)
Common Rush (Juncus effusus)
Dandelion (Taraxacum sp.)
Willow/Sallow saplings (Salix spp.)
Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa)
Common Nettle (Urtica dioica)
Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum)
Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria)
Timothy Grass (Phleum pratense)
2B - AS 2A BUT ALSO SUPPORTING:
Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
Rosebay Willowherb (Epilobium angustifolium)
Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris)
Bramble (Rubus fruticosus)

*Garden escape ?

Other species which I recorded from village green,
not located to specific zones.
Yarrow

Germander Speedwell
Common Mouse-ear
Tufted Vetch

(Veronica chamaedris)
(Cerastium fontanum)

(Geranium dissectum)

(Anthriscus sylvestris)

Brooklime

(Veronica beccabunga)

Hogweed

(Heracleum sphondylium)

Hawthorn

(Crataegus monogyna)

Common Valerian

(Hedera helix)

Lime

(Tillia sp.)

Pine

(Valeriana officinalis)

(Lonicera periclymenum)

(Pinus sp.)

Beech

(Sambucus niger)

Hedge Parsley

Ivy

(Corylus avellana)

Honeysuckle

(Vicia cracca)

Cut-leaved Geranium
Elder

Hazel

(Achillea millifolium)

(Fagus sp.)

Cherry
Birch

(Prunus sp.)

(Betula sp.)

Marsh Foxtail

Perennial Ryegrass
Tussock Grass

Water-cress

Cocksfoot

Greater Birds-foot Trefoil
Marsh Willowherb
Spear Thistle

(Epilobium palustre)

(Cirsium vulgare)

Perforate St. John’s Wort
Black Knapweed
Bush Vetch
Teasel

(Lotus pedunculatus)

(Hypericum perforatum)

(Centaurea nigra)

(Vicia sepium)

(Lolium perenne)

Floating Sweet-grass

Hedge Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica)
(Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum)

(Alopecurus geniculatus)

(Glyceria fluitans)

(Deschampsia caespitosa)

(Dactylis glomerata)

False Oat Grass

(Arrhenatherum elatius)

Sweet Vernal Grass
Common Bent
Couch Grass
Hairy Sedge

(Anthoxanthemum odoratum)

(Agrostis tenuis)

(Agropyron repens)
(Carex hirta)

*Garden escape ?

(Dipsacus fullonum)*

White Clover

(Trifolium repens)

Harebell

(Campanula rotundifolia)

Foxglove

(Digitalia purpurea)

Raspberry

(Rubus fruticosus)

Hedge Bindweed
Greater Plantain

(Calystegia sepium)
(Plantago major)

Iris sp.*
Holly
Ash

(Ilex aquifolium)

(Fraxinus excelsior)

Wet, rushy grassland lying alongside
the Burgh by Sands/Bowness Road

Insects

Small Tortoiseshells feeding on thistles

Meadow Brown

Ringlets

IDEALLY VISITS TO RECORD and monitor
insects, particularly butterflies and dragonflies,
need to be made on calm, sunny days - not easily
found in the summer of 2008 !
Nevertheless a maximum count of 100
Ringlets (June 30th) and 38 Meadow Brown
butterflies (July 21st) were recorded on a standard
walk through the wildlife area.
Both of these species use coarse grasses as food
plants throughout the caterpillar stage. Often, eggs
are just dropped into the grass from flight and
so are not protected.
It is likely therefore that numbers will be much
lower for the next few years as a result of
the somewhat drastic herbicide application and
landscaping.
Both of these species are present elsewhere in
nearby fields however, and hopefully, as site
conditions alter and improve, recolonisation will
take place.
Other butterfly species recorded include Large
White, Green-veined White, Red Admiral,
Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell and Comma.
Peacock, Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell
require nettles in full sunlight to lay their eggs
and for their larvae to feed upon. Patches of
nettles not affected by the works, growing in
warm, sunny, south-facing places provide ideal
conditions for these insects and some should be
left if at all possible.
Many butterflies were using thistles and other
flowers as nectar sources. Stands of thistles on the
sheltered banks of the beck and just outside the
gardens to the west of the ‘Greyhound’ are
particularly good areas and again, some should be
left if possible. The Comma is a good record, this
butterfly has only been recorded in North Cumbria

over the last couple of years as it gradually moves
northward through the UK. (Global warming?)
DRAGONFLIES

Due to poor weather and limited
opportunities to visit the site, apart from one
unidentified Hawker, only one species was
identified with certainty - a single male Large Red
damselfly seen on 20th May 2008. This is one of
the earliest and commonest species in the area.
BEETLES

I took a sweep net onto the field on 20th May
and collected nine identifiable species. Whilst
none were uncommon it was interesting to note
that neither of the two ladybird species* are
shown as occurring in our 10km square in
the Atlas of Cumbrian ladybirds produced by
Tullie House. (No doubt this is because no-one
has ever looked for them here!).

Beetles collected 20th March 2008
Gastrophysa viridula
Propylea 14-punctata*
Subcoccinella 24-punctata*
Agriotes obscurus
Cantharis livida
Lema cyanella
Phyllobius viridearis
Apion urticaria

MOTHS

A National Moth Night event took place on
7th June 2008. I set up my moth trap, having
first spent the morning clearing an access route
and working area, but it was a cool evening and
there were very few moths and even fewer people,
only two folk turning up despite my having
given prior notice locally. Apart from large
numbers of Silver-ground Carpet and Brimstone
moths, a few Small Square-spots and one Drinker
(not from the ‘pub’!) were all that came to the
light before I packed in at about 11.30 pm.
Note: There was a lot more recording of
invertebrates that could have been done. The
beetles were the result of less than one hour’s
searching and there are no (pre site alterations)
records of spiders, hoverflies, bees, molluscs or
other groups that would have been interesting
to monitor as the area develops

Gastrophysa viridula

Birds and Mammals
I DID NOT MAKE any visits to the site
specifically for the purpose of listing birds, I had
hoped someone else might do it, but they didn’t,
consequently I have only recorded my own
casual observations of species seen or heard
during my early visits.

Barn Owl flying over the village green
Many of these birds were flying over the
field, or singing from adjacent fields, hedges or
gardens.
Birds which may well have been breeding
on or near to the field (therefore using the area
to search for food for their young) would
probably have included Wren, Dunnock,
Robin, Blackbird, Song-thrush, Chiffchaff,
Willow warbler, Blue tit, Great tit, Chaffinch,
Greenfinch, Goldfinch.
Seed-eaters and other foragers included
Woodpigeons, Crows, Rooks and Jackdaws,
whilst House-martins, Swallows and Swifts flew
over the field hunting for small insects.
Owls will have been looking for small
mammals in the tall grass and hedgerow bottoms.
It will be interesting to follow the effects of
herbicide spraying and other site works on the
use of the field by owls.

Preliminary/provisional bird list

Pheasant
Curlew
Stock dove
Wood pigeon
Collared dove
Barn owl
Swift
Swallow
House Martin
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Song thrush
Blackbird
Willow warbler
Chiffchaff
Great tit
Blue tit
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion crow
House sparrow
Chaffinch
Goldfinch
Greenfinch
I did not look at mammals. Molehills were
present throughout the field and Dave Caryl
has commented on the number of Vole runs
(Short-tailed vole?) encountered during his
listing of plants.
It will be interesting to see whether any moles
buried under the many feet of topsoil tipped
on the playing field, are able to make their way
to the surface (unlikely I would have thought).

The landscaping

Boundary between playing field and wildlife area

Photos taken
12th October 2008

The reed bed

Widening and profiling beck

Pond excavation and bridge construction

View to dry grassland corner

General view

26th January 2009
IN JANUARY 2009 I began regular monthly visits.

There were many fresh molehills around the
southern margin of the playing field.
There were numerous Lesser celandine leaves
but no flowers yet.
I noticed that quite a few plant plugs were
lying on the surface of the ground, presumably
pulled up by inquisitive birds, (probably Corvids).

General view over site

Robin and Great tit singing
3 Blackbirds
6 Collared doves
Woodpigeon
Starlings flying over
Rooks calling and gathering together
at western end
Green Sandpiper flew from pond
Grey Wagtail

The pond with dipping platform

The reed bed

18th February 2009
THE HIGHLIGHT OF THIS VISIT was the
finding of an otter spraint on one of the ‘riffle’ stones
in the beck. The spraint contained the
bones of a frog and about ten inches away lay
some frog spawn from an eviscerated frog. It is highly
likely that the otter had been hunting
and eating frogs.

Otter spraint and frog spawn

Song thrush, Great tit, Blackbird and Dunnock
were all singing from surrounding hedgerows,
and I heard a Great-spotted woodpecker drumming
in the vicinity of the bungalows to
the west. There were three Collared doves feeding in
the reedbed.
It might be a good idea to think about the
provision of some bird nesting boxes at some
stage in the future.
A frog or a toad dived into the beck as I
approached.
There were many developing Lesser celandine
leaves in the undisturbed grassland around the edge
of the site and half a dozen or so in flower.

Otter spraint

Undeveloped frog spawn

Moles had been active, again in the undisturbed
marginal areas.

Green algae growing in the beck.

10th March 2009

Frog spawn

Hazel catkins

Lesser celandine

A seven-spot Ladybird lay on a Lesser celandine leaf
in the spring sunshine.

HAZEL CATKINS and Lesser celandines now in flower.

A pair of Mistle thrushes, Woodpigeons and a party of Rooks
were feeding below the pond. A Stock dove was calling from
nearby trees along with Chaffinch, Great tit, and Robin.
Collared doves and Jackdaws flew over the site.
There was fresh frog spawn in at least three places, but the beck
was very green with filamentous algae.

6th April 2009
LESSER CELANDINE must be at about its best,

The algae in the beck have built up again.

Green shoots at base of Reed plant

Drinker moth caterpillar

flowering all around the margin of the wildlife area.
It is particularly good on the south facing area
between the houses and the reed bed. There is a
slight green haze discernible as small plants begin
to germinate across the site.
Although the day was cool and overcast many
birds were singing, of particular note were two
Chiffchaffs in the southern boundary hedge, one
at either end of the Green. These are the first of
this year's migrants that I have recorded on the site.
The algae in the beck has built up again in
places - perhaps due to low water levels (lack of
rain). An unidentified whirligig beetle was active
on the open water surface of the beck - our first
water beetle?
The level of the pond was low, particularly near
the dipping platform (where it needs to be deep!)
There were a few tadpoles here.
There was a Marsh marigold plant (Caltha
palustris) in flower at the pond edge - one of the first
plants put in by the community planting effort last
autumn, and it was encouraging to see the first sign
of green shoots at the base of some of the reed
(Phragmites communis) plants put in at the same time.

Marsh marigold (Caltha palustris)

23rd April 2009
A DULL AND OVERCAST DAY. The year is

moving on and we’ve had very little rain. The beck
is hardly flowing and the pond is very dry.
Nevertheless, the areas that haven’t been
worked upon are showing a strong new growth
of buttercup leaves, dock, and early flowering
grasses.
Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) is just coming
into flower and the Lesser celandines are
beginning to die back.

Low water level in pond

There were still two Chiffchaffs singing,
joined now by two Blackcaps. Two Swallows and
three House martins flew over the field - there
should be more, it seems to be generally
acknowledged that migrants are late this year.
There are good numbers of frog (or possibly
toad) tadpoles in both the beck pools and
the pond.
I saw one white butterfly in the distance,
it might have been a Green-veined white,
Small white, or a female Orange Tip!

Tadpoles in beck

Dry looking 'reed bed'

A few surviving plants of Lady's smock in the
playing field area. (Food plant of the Orange tip butterfly)

2nd May 2009
EARLIER IN THE DAY I had noticed large
numbers of Orange Tip butterflies flying in
nearby fields and I was keen to see what I could
record on the wildlife area before the next phase
of spraying, harrowing, seeding and planting
took place (week beginning 4th May).

Female Orange Tip

I did not expect to see many Orange Tips as
the parts of the village green that previously
supported their food plant (Lady’s smock) had
either been tipped on or landscaped and very few
plants or suitable habitat would have been available.
Nevertheless I did see 2 males and 1 possible
female (I also noted a Green-veined white, 2 Large
whites and 1 Small Tortoiseshell).
There were good numbers of tadpoles in the
beck and I noted a Kestrel and a Magpie overhead.
A Blackcap was singing in the southern
boundary hedge.

Male Orange Tip

Green-veined White

Orange Tip habitat in nearby field

Temporary invaders
EARLIER IN THE YEAR, many wagonloads of
topsoil were tipped on the playing field area.
Heaped high, it provided ideal conditions for a
range of ‘ruderal’ weeds to germinate and burst
into a colourful display. Amongst the plants that
I recorded on April 18th were:
Groundsel (Seneccio vulgaris)

Thale Cress

(Arabidopsis thaliana)

Common field-speedwell
Red deadnettle

Topsoil mound

(Lamium purpureum)

Shepherd's Purse

(Capsella bursa-pastoris)

Common Fumitory
Field penny-cress

(Tripleurospermum maritimum)

(Euphorbia helioscopia)

Field forget-me-not

Common field-speedwell

Lesser Swine-cress

Cleavers

(Myosotis arvensis)

(Galium aparine)

Lesser Swine-cress
Charlock

(Fumaria officinalis)

(Thlaspi arvensis)

Scentless Mayweed
Sun Spurge

(Coronopus didymium)*

(Sinapis arvensis)

Common Chickweed
Dock

Field forget-me-not

Sun Spurge

(Stellaria media)

(Rumex sp.)

Oilseed Rape

Red Deadnettle

(Veronica persica)

(Brassica sp.)

(*Lesser Swine-cress is described as ‘rare’ in the Cumbria Flora ‘a plant of
open disturbed often trampled ground’). No doubt a more competent
botanist would have found other plants of interest.

Common Fumitory

19th May 2009
THE WEATHER WAS BRIGHT, sunny but breezy.
It had rained since my last visit raising the levels of the
beck, pond and reed beds.
Most of the Lesser celandines which were such a
feature last month have died down and all that is left is
yellowed leaves. Germander speedwell and Ground ivy
were flowering on the southern boundary bank and
I added Common vetch to the list of ruderals on the
imported soil. Hedge parsley and nettles are shoulder
high along the eastern end of the beck where protected
by the black plastic ‘Terram’ material.
I recorded one Peacock and four Small Tortoiseshell
butterflies here. The larvae of both feed on nettles.

Hawthorn (May blossom)

Despite the wind, I heard birds singing - Song thrush,
Blackbird, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Chiffchaff,
Willow warbler, Woodpigeon and Collared dove.
Three Swallows were swooping low over the wettest
reedbed where a Starling was bathing in the shallow water.
The beck water was clear and tadpoles (quite large now)
and a few small water beetles were visible.
Most of the green algae had blown down to the
western end where it may be providing cover for some
small creatures.
I recorded four Green-veined white and three Small
white butterflies on the southern boundary bank and
I disturbed a fresh looking Silver Y moth from the
long grass near the tipped soil mound.
Hawthorn (May) blossom is fully out attracting small
insects which in turn are being hunted by hoverflies.

Female Orange Tip

Silver Y

Small Tortoiseshell

1st June 2009
A HOT, SUNNY, MORNING VISIT. The
undisturbed ‘playing field’ area is a sea of
yellow Creeping buttercup. Grasses including
Timothy, Cocksfoot and False-oat grass are now
flowering and Swallows were feeding here.

Up to twenty House martins were collecting
mud for nest-building from the shelf at the side of
the beck. Blackbird, Wren, Great tit, Chiffchaff,
Chaffinch, Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Woodpigeon,
Collared and Stock doves were all seen or heard.
Two Mistle thrushes were searching for food in the
upper reed bed - presumably feeding young.
Elder is just coming into flower.
Butterflies seen (but not counted) include
Green-veined white, Small white, Large White
and a Painted lady. There has been a large influx
of Painted ladies to the UK this year migrating
north from Africa and Iberia and they are just
arriving in Cumbria.
Tadpoles all developed legs and I saw a
number that could be termed ‘froglets’.
Perhaps one of the most significant things
I saw (apart from the house martins collecting
mud) was the sighting of 4 species of dragonfly/
damselfly. These were - Large red damselfly recorded last year as well, Azure damselfly,
Blue-tailed damselfly (both new) and a larger
insect - almost certainly a Four-spotted chaser.
These are all common elsewhere in the parish,
but it is nice to know that they have found the
‘wildlife area’.

House martins collecting mud for nest building
THOUGHTS ABOUT BUTTERFLIES. The main area which last year
supported a large number (probably many hundreds) of Ringlet
butterflies has now been either buried under tons of earth or treated
with glyphosate and landscaped, their habitat has thus been
effectively (but hopefully temporararily) destroyed over a large part
of the village green. The same applies to the Meadow brown,
another grassland species present in good numbers last year.
On a later June visit on a fine day at the peak flying period this
year I disturbed only 6 ringlets and 3 meadow browns, and these on
the untreated southern boundary bank. For me, this has been one of
the more disappointing aspects of the work on the village green I still have memories of my visit in June 2008 when the field was
dancing with butterflies.
I believe this underlines the importance of retaining the bank as
a rough, tall grassland ‘nursery' and source of butterflies from which
recolonisation of the ‘new’ grassland can take place as it develops.
Whilst no-one can claim that either butterfly is presently
uncommon in the area, it would be nice to think that the village green
will be a safe, carefully managed stronghold in the future.

Blue-tailed damselfly

Azure damselfly

Chimney sweeper moth

Meadow brown butterfly

There were a number of small moths about
including Silver-ground and Common carpets
and good numbers of the ‘Chimney sweeper’ - a
small blackish moth that feeds on Umbelliferous
plants such as pignut.

30th July 2009
I WAS UNABLE to visit the Village green for much
of July - hence this late visit. The weather was
cool and showery with brighter intervals, not ideal
for butterflies.

I saw Small white, Large white, Green-veined
white, Small tortoiseshell and two lovely fresh
Painted ladies. These were possibly offspring of
the ‘invasion’ earlier this year.

Wet grassland area

Apart from the heavy growth of Blanket weed
the pond and the beck are beginning to look more
‘natural’ as the banks soften with the establishment
of marginal plants. I noticed that Water mint was
attracting many insects.
The only dragonfly that I saw (it was very
windy) was a Common darter - although a common
species locally it brings the list of Odonata to
5 species in the wildlife area.
Swallows and Martins were feeding over the
wet reedbed areas and I disturbed a Grey wagtail
(a waterside species) from beside the pond.
A good variety of the introduced (planted) plug
plants in the dry grassland have taken.

Bird's foot trefoil and plantain

In particular it was encouraging to see Birdsfoot trefoil, Ribwort plantain, Yarrow and Self heal
in flower.
Bedstraw and Geranium were more difficult to
find as coarse grasses, buttercups and dock are all
aggressive species that, together with remaining
nettles are tending to show signs of dominating.

Self heal

Painted Lady

Common Darter

Photographs taken late
August 2009

Planting
MANY HUNDREDS OF PLANT PLUGS were
delivered to the site. Areas designated for damp or
dry grassland were marked out with string and
labelled.
Volunteers spent many hours planting out the
plugs here and around the margins of the pond
and the beck.
After a year, some of the reed plants (Phragmites
communis) planted out the previous autumn, had
taken root and were beginning to grow.

Marginal water plants

Guidance label for volunteers

Trays of plant plugs for planting out

Dry grassland marked out for planting.

Developing reedbed

24th August 2009
I SPENT ABOUT AN HOUR planting up bare

patches of ‘dry’ grassland.
The wet summer has meant that the planted
areas of the wildlife area have fared well.

Purple Loosestrife at pond margin

Although much of the sward consists of coarse
native grasses, the rushes which dominated at this
time last year have receded and hardly any are to
be seen.
Of the many hundreds of plugs of wild flowers
planted, many are now beginning to look
established and there is a hint of what we hope
the site might look like in a few years time.
Marginal water plants along the beck and
around the pond are flowering (Purple loosestrife
and Bur-reed for instance) and the reeds planted
last autumn, although at present competing with
Flote grass are in places over half a metre high.
This wasn’t a ‘monitoring’ visit - but I did
notice dragonflies around and over the pond,
including Common Darter and Common Hawker
(6th species this year).

Branched Bur-reed

Marginal water plants
alongside the beck

Male and female Dock beetles

The reeds are now over
half a metre high

Oxe-eye daisy

7th September 2009
AUGUST WEATHER has been disappointingly
wet, windy and cool and this was my first visit for
some weeks. I was struck by the absence of the
blankets of algae in the beck - no doubt due to
hard work by Dave Caryl and others.
Apart from a few Swallows feeding over the
wet grassland and a Buzzard soaring overhead,
birds were lacking, as were butterflies, I saw only
one Small white and a Painted lady.
The marginal plants alongside the beck really
seem to have taken off, Water-mint, Spearwort,
Brooklime, and Purple loosestrife were all
flowering and attracting nectar seeking insects
(mainly flies and bees). The hard line of the edge
of the beck has now softened considerably.
Probably because of the lack of birds and larger
‘showy’ insects I noticed one or two other groups
of invertebrates which are just as interesting
and which form an important part of the fauna of
the village green. Spiders, molluscs (land and
water), true bugs (Hemiptera) and hover-flies were
all in evidence.
Any of these would form a nice ‘mini’ project
for anyone with the time and interest to survey,
record and learn a little about them.

Water snails

Hoverf1y (Syrphus ribesii)

Hoverfly (Helophilus pendulus)

Brown-lipped snail

Water measurers

Hoverf1y (Eristalis pertinax)

30th September 2009
THE DAY WAS OVERCAST, dry and breezy but

warm. The leaves on the trees (particularly Ash)

Dock leaves attacked by beetle larvae (Gastrophysa viridula) are turning yellow, grass heads are straw coloured

Marsh mallow

Nodding Bur-marigold

Otter spraint (anal gel)

Holly berries

Elderberries

Hips

Haws

and dead, contrasting with the dark brown of the
many dock seed heads.
The nettles are beginning to die back and fruits
of Holly, Hawthorn, Wild rose, Elder and others
are ripening ready to provide food for winter
migrant birds.
Splashes of colour were provided by Corn
marigold, a few Poppies, Oxe-eye daisies and
Mayweeds. I saw one Red admiral and a Small
white butterfly.
Whirligig beetles and Water measurers were
active on the surface of the beck which still
provided a trickle through the ‘riffles’. There was a
deposit of anal gel from an otter, the second time
I have recorded this animal on the site.
I heard/saw Robin, Blue tit, House sparrow,
Blackbird, Jackdaw, Starling and Collared dove, but
the most exciting (and new) bird was a Common
snipe that I put up from the edge of the reed bed.
There is a good variety of plants surviving from
the many plugs put in earlier in the year - all
fighting for space amongst the dense growth of
coarse grasses. It will be interesting to see how
well they survive. (clearly in future, it is going
to be essential to regularly cut or graze the area).
Nevertheless, the western end is quite colourful
with Purple loosestrife and Oxe-eye daisy putting
on a good show.
I noticed two plants of ‘Nodding bur-marigold’
which I’d not noticed before. I’m not sure if they
are naturally occurring or if they were planted.
(It would be a good idea to try and list the
species of plants that have been brought in - a nice
project for someone!). Common figwort is doing
well alongside the beck where Soft rush is
beginning to reappear. This rush is one of the plants
that dominated the field before work began it needs to be monitored.

26th October 2009
A MILD, SUNNY DAY - probably my only

October visit this year.
The village green now gives the impression of
closing down for the winter, seed heads are ragged
and many of the boundary trees (particularly Ash)
have lost nearly all their leaves.
Birds were few and far between, I saw and
heard Robins and Blue tits, Jackdaws and Collared
doves were flying over. An addition to the bird list
was a Moorhen which flew up from the vegetation
at the edge of the beck, another new waterbird.

Comma

I noticed Heron footprints in the mud at the
edge of the pond this is a bird that has been
reported from the village green but which I have
not seen there yet.
In the upper part of the beck there is a thick
growth of Common Duckweed (Lemna minor)
which is a new plant record for the wildlife area.
Although it can cover the surface of the water, it is
less of a problem than the algal blanketweed that
spread so last year. I noticed flower spikes of
Reed mace (Typha latifolia) sometimes called Bulrush,
in the pond and in the reed bed. This plant can be
aggressive and needs to be kept under control.

Red admiral

In the small, south-facing, sheltered northwest
corner of the wildlife area a number of butterflies
were taking advantage of the sunshine.
I counted four Red admirals and, most
excitingly, a second Comma - this butterfly only
reached Cumbria a few years ago. It is still regarded
as a scarce, although spreading widely.
Nevertheless it is a good record.

Common duckweed

A thick growth of
Common Duckweed

Heron footprints

Reed mace

17th November 2009
SO FAR NOVEMBER has been wet and warm.

The beck is now full

A distinctly soggy prospect

The pond, too, is full,

We are promised more of the same in the days and
weeks to come. Today, the wildlife area (and the
playing field) presented a distinctly soggy prospect.
There was little to see in the way of wildlife,
you wouldn’t expect a great deal at this time of
year when much is closed down for the winter.
The southern boundary hedge however was
alive with small birds feeding on the bumper crop
of Hawthorn berries and other fruits. Two new
records for the site were Fieldfare and Redwing.
It was particularly nice to watch a group of
a dozen or so Yellowhammers feeding with the
Chaffinches, Goldfinches, Great and Blue tits,
Blackbirds and the two winter visiting thrushes.
(The total number of different birds heard or seen
on or adjacent to the site is now more than 50).
I took a couple of photographs of an iron rich
seepage coming out of the ‘inert’ material making
up the playing field. This and an oily slick on
some of the water may well be the product of
natural chemical or bacterial action rather than
pollution (I don’t know) but it reinforces the
decision to place a filtering reed bed between the
playing field and the wildlife area.

An iron rich seepage

10th December 2009
A MISTY, DAMP AND COLD December
morning, nothing much about at all. I heard
Great tits calling, there were collared doves by the
Greyhound and I saw two Wrens and a Chaffinch
in the southern boundary hedge.
Most of the heavy ‘crop of berries that I saw
earlier in the year have now disappeared - the hedge
having served its purpose as a food source for winter
migrants and some of our resident birds like
Blackbirds.
The point where the beck flows into the village
green at the east end, was full of sediment and the
water was bubbling up through liquid mud.
I wonder if there is a piped inflow here that needs
clearing out? However, the water in the rest of the
beck seems to be flowing freely and there is no
obvious back up into the neighbour’s field.
This spot needs an eye keeping on.
The beck and the pond were brim full after
the recent rain and the wildlife area looked magical
with a weak sun filtering through the fog.
I got the impression that rushes (Juncus effusus)
are beginning to reassert themselves, particularly
between the pond and the lower reedbed, and
alongside the lower stretch of the beck.

Rushes alongside beck

The wildlife area looked magical with
a weak sun filtering through the fog

Beck inflow

Holly berries

5th January 2010
A BRIGHT SUNNY MORNING following a light
fall of snow onto frozen ground, icy from previous
partially melted and refrozen snow.

Looking towards the playing field,

Fox tracks

Reedbed

I went with the hope of recording some of the
animals and birds that had visited the wildlife area
earlier that morning leaving identifiable tracks.
In the event the snow was so light and fluffy that,
apart from there having been virtually no use of the
area, any tracks were indistinct. Most of the
footprints that I saw were along the southern
boundary bank where there is cover for small
mammals and birds. Nearly all belonged to
domestic cats which had been hunting through
this area.
There was one set of fox tracks along the
pathway above the bridge, disappearing into the
field to the south of the village green. Birds that
I saw included Rooks, Starlings, Jackdaws,
Blackbirds, Woodpigeons, Collared doves and
Fieldfares all searching for food. There was one
Reed bunting (new bird) on the seedheads on the
southern bank, and I disturbed a Grey wagtail,
two Snipe and a couple of Wrens from the shelter
of the (still running) beck.

Beck providing cover and Feeding area for
snipe, grey wagtail and wrens.

27th January 2010
A SHORT VISIT following disappearance of snow.

Not a great deal to see.
Lesser celandine leaves were probably the most
obvious signs of ‘Spring’ but no sign of any flower
buds yet.
Chaffinches, Goldfinches, Starlings, Collared
doves and Blackbirds all present.
It was interesting to see the large number of
vole (Short-tailed or Bank vole) runs and nests
which must have been made just below the snow.

Vole nest after snow melt - note cut stems.

In some, the cut stems of grasses were plain to
see as were small caches or stores of grass stems
and young leaves cut into short inch long pieces.
Moles had also been quite active in recent days.
There was no sign of frog or toad spawn yet
although there was a dead toad on the nearby road
suggesting that amphibians may be beginning to
move towards breeding sites.
There were small (unidentified) invertebrates
swimming around in the drainage ditches - a small
water beetle and possibly the Fresh water shrimp
(Gammarus).

Similar nest with short lengths of stored grass

Early signs of mole activity

9th February 2010
A BRIEF VISIT prior to a WI talk that evening.

A very bleak wintry scene. Wren and Greatspotted woodpecker.
First Lesser celandines in flower.

4th March 2010
A BRIGHT SUNNY AFTERNOON. Work on the

Germander speedwell

Snowdrops, a garden escape

Common lichens on Ash bough

railings was underway. Despite being March and
a warm day there were few signs of spring.
Wolf spiders were hunting in sheltered spots and
David Harrison who was working in his garden
had just been ‘buzzed’ by a Sparrowhawk.
Whereas this time last year there was a thick
growth of algae on the beck there is now a strong
growth of Duckweed (Lemna minor).
I saw no sign of frog spawn. Lesser celandine,
Germander speedwell, Hairy bittercress and
Snowdrops (garden escapes) were flowering
against the south facing garden walls.
A few birds were singing - Collared dove,
Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Dunnock. Woodpigeon,
Wren, Robin, House-sparrow, and I saw a
Pied wagtail in the reed bed. A Buzzard sat at the
top of one of the conifers at the east end.
On the way out I looked briefly at the lichens
on the old Ash trees, noting that there was a
characteristic assemblage of common crustose,
foliose and fruticose species.

Common duckweed

22nd March 2010
LAST YEAR (2009) I recorded frog spawn in the
beck on 12th March.

Although I hadn’t been into the wildlife area
since 4th March this year I think that spawning
was a little later due to the colder weather.
There was certainly plenty of spawn to see
today which must represent the efforts of a good
many frogs.
Otherwise there did not appear to be a great
deal of change since my last visit at the beginning
of the month.

Frog spawn

There were Crows, Rooks and Jackdaws flying
about and a few more Lesser celandines with the
Hairy bittercress flowering in the shelter of the
south facing garden walls.
I disturbed a pair of Mallard off the lower
‘wet meadow’ below the pond (another new bird).

Frog spawn, “The efforts of a good many frogs”

19th April 2010

Flote grass on pond

Tadpoles have hatched, Some are quite big

Wolf spider

I HADN’T VISITED the site since 22nd March
when there was little to report other than deposits
of frog spawn. Things had moved on quite a lot.
Tadpoles had hatched from the vast spawn deposits
and whereas last time there were only the odd
Lesser celandines in flower there were now sheets
of yellow. Hairy bittercress, Red Deadnettle and
Dandelions were also abundant.
I saw two butterflies, a rather worn Small
tortoiseshell (overwintered) and a fresh Greenveined white.
Chiffchaffs had arrived and were singing loudly
all around the site along with Chaffinches and
Great tits. Bumblebees were busy burrowing down
into the grass looking for nest sites. There were two
species (I don’t know my bumblebees - I must
make an effort next year!) one large dark bee and
another smaller insect with a white tail.
I photographed an early hoverfly (Eristalis sp.)
The dryer grassland and stony areas were alive
with small Wolf spiders (Lycosa sp.) and I noticed
quite a few clutches of the characteristic yellow eggs
of the Dock-leaf beetle (Gastrophysa viridula).
The water in the pond was crystal clear with
minimal algal growth compared with last year
although there is now a thick growth of Flote grass
(Glyceria fluitans) in the shallower margins.
The willow whips planted alongside the beck
were coming into leaf and I saw two (planted)
Marsh marigold (Caltha palustris) plants in flower with
others in bud.

Carpet of celandines

Eggs of Dock-leaf beetle

18th May 2010
A BEAUTIFUL MAY MORNING, insects flying,

birds singing, flowers and grasses beginning to
bloom. The large Ash tree by the gate at the
NE entrance coming into leaf. Work taking place
on the playing field, new gates and piles of topsoil
like giant molehills.
Of particular interest on this visit was the
amount of Lady’s smock in flower, both around
the perimeter of the site and in the wetter grassland
in the wildlife area. I saw very little last year, it is
the main food plant of the Orange tip butterfly,
which was flying with Green-veined white.

Topsoil awaiting spreading.

I saw two Large Red damselflies and one blue
(unidentified - probably the Azure-(Coenagrion puella)
damselfly), and there were a number of hover-flies
around the brighter flowers.
Although water levels in the beck and the reed
beds was low, the pond was full and clearly holding
water well. There is now a strong growth of Flote
grass near the dipping platform reducing the area
of open water but no doubt providing cover for
aquatic insects. There was an abundance of tadpoles.
Amongst the now tall growth of the wet,
damp and dry grassland I noted both Red
Campion and Ragged Robin coming into flower.
I saw Yarrow and quite large patches of
Germander speedwell in the drier grassland
planted last year, where ‘spot’ treatment of some
aggressive (dock and dandelion) weeds had been
carried out.
One new bird this month - a Sedge warbler
singing strongly from the southern boundary
hedge. I also heard a Blackcap singing in the NW
corner of the wildlife area.

Red campion

Hoverfly (Eristalis sp)

Germander speedwell

Hairy bittercress

Spot treated dandelions

Spot treated Dock

30th June 2010

Work has begun on the footpaths

I was impressed by the show of flowering plants
alongside the beck

The grassland habitats were looking good

A SHORT VISIT, my first since work began on the
footpaths . The new path pretty much follows the
route I have taken on regular ‘monitoring’ walks
over the last two years.
Once the bridges have been completed the site
will be very much open for all to enjoy. It looks
as if the beck inflow in the south-east corner has
been cleared.
Looking out over the beck from the path near
David Harrison’s garden it struck me that it might
be worth considering gradually converting the beck
‘corridor’ into another reed bed (Phragmites not Typha).
We’ve already recorded Snipe here and a reedbed
might well attract species such as Sedge warbler
to breed.
Butterflies seen included Green-veined white
(2), Meadow brown (14), Small tortoiseshell (2)
Ringlet (7).
I saw a blue damselfly (probably Azure) a Large
Red damselfly and a teneral Common darter.
I disturbed a Grey wagtail from the pond and
I was impressed by the show of flowering and other
plants alongside the beck (Figwort, Forget-me-not,
Spearwort etc.)
The grassland habitats too were looking good.

Close-up of ‘dry grassland

7th July 2010
ANOTHER SHORT VISIT on a beautiful July day.
There were large numbers of small froglets
everywhere, on the pathways and in the vegetation
alongside the beck and the footpaths. I hope that
the spraying of weed-killer that has recently taken
place has had no effect upon them.
The water level in the pond was very low
(we’ve had very little rain in recent weeks) and it
looked as if the dry spell had been used to remove
unwanted vegetation from the pond and the beck.
The Reedmace in the pond is beginning to look
very vigorous - this plant can be very aggressive
and has ‘taken over’ ponds elsewhere in the area leading to much effort in removal. Flowering rush
(Butomus) adds a splash of pink at the pond side.
The damp and dry grassland area were a
picture, clearly not all the plugs planted last year
have survived but there were sufficient to make the
area a pleasure to walk through. Thought will have
to be given to the ongoing management of the area
if coarser, aggressive species of grasses and rushes
are not to dominate.
All in all the wildlife area looked super - only
2 years after planting.

Froglet

Yellow rattle

Meadow geranium

Salad burnet

List of birds which I saw or heard whilst visiting the site.
Many were flying over, or were in neighbouring fields and gardens.
A few are anecdotal records from other interested observers.
Grey Heron
Mallard
Water Rail (Dave Caryl)
Moorhen
Kestrel
Buzzard
Sparrowhawk (David Harrison)
Pheasant
Green Sandpiper

Blackcap
Sedge Warbler
Willow Warbler
Chiffchaff
Robin
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Redwing
Mistle Thrush

Curlew

Fieldfare

Snipe

Blue Tit

Stock Dove

Great Tit

Woodpigeon

Chaffinch

Collared Dove

Goldfinch

Barn Owl
Swift
Great-spotted Woodpecker (David Harrison)
Swallow

Greenfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting
House Sparrow

House Martin (taking mud for nest building)

Starling

Pied Wagtail

Magpie

Grey Wagtail

Rook

Wren

Crow

Dunnock

Jackdaw
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King Edward I statue
at the gateway to the Village Green

THESE PAGES BEGAN as a personal diary
recording the development, on Burgh by
Sands Village Green, of some three acres
of ground set aside for wildlife, and for
the enjoyment of wildlife by villagers
and visitors.

Starting before physical changes began,
it gives, through a series of notes on regular
visits, an illustrated account of how a wet,
rushy north west Cumbrian field has been
transformed to provide a mosaic of habitats
for animals and plants typical of a wide
range of grassland, small reedbeds, and
wetland types.
As the title ‘The seeds are sown’
suggests, these are still early days and many
more changes will take place as years go by.
It is hoped that this little book will serve as
a reminder of the ‘wildlife area’s’ early days.
The author acknowledges the many
hours of hard and devoted work put in by
so many villagers, voluntary organisations
and other interested parties.
“Without their vision and hard work
none of this would have happened – all I
did was make a note of what I saw”.
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