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A collection of short notes and photographs made during visits to the Vil-

lage Green Wildlife Area between October 2012 and November 2013. All 

the observations, comments and photographs are my own. Thanks to the 

Carlisle Natural History Society for permission to reproduce the account of 

their visit in July 2013. I fully recognise the amount of work and effort put 

in on the Village Green by dedicated volunteers. None of my comments are 

meant to imply any criticism of their management or commitment to the 

area. 

  

Russell Gomm 

Cover picture — an otter photographed at night alongside the beck .  

10.00 pm 18th November 2013 



Village Green site visit – 10th October 2012 

Two years since last ‘monitoring’ visit (apart from mothing on 25th July and August 9th) which was on July 10th 

2010. 

A glorious autumn day, bright sunshine and crisp clear air with flocks of Pinkfeet geese calling in the distance. 

The Green looks really ‘established’ now, and patterns of grass cutting and management are apparent. I entered 

by the eastern (car park) entrance and stood first on the little bridge. The grass in the ‘Community orchard’ has 

been cut – the nettles to the east of the path have not, providing a valuable area of habitat for invertebrates. 

There was very little fruit on the hedge between the path and David Harrison’s garden, a few Hawthorn berries 

and Elderberries but not much for winter migrants to feed on ! There were no apples in the ‘orchard’. 

Jackdaws and Robins were singing and a Woodpigeon flew over. There were fresh molehills.    The path is already 

growing moss – I identified what I think are Common Feather Moss (Kinbergia praelonga) and Redshank 

(Ceratodon purpureus) 

Through the gate into the Wildlife area itself, much of the coarse grasses and herbs are now over – spectacular 

tussocks of Deschampsia caespitosa. Purple Loosestrife is still in flower. Walking round the pond and through the 

‘dry grassland’ area I noted Black Darter (dragonfly) and two hoverflies (Helophilus pendula and Eristalis per-

tinax) – both recorded before in 2010. I disturbed a Silver Y moth – all enjoying the warm sunshine up against the 

south-facing garden fences/walls. 

(I was uncertain whether a deposit on the boulder by the dipping platform was an old otter spraint or not – de-

spite binoculars). 

 

 

Kindbergia praelonga 

Reed bed 

Helophilus pendula 

 Purple loosestrife 



Vilage Green Visit 8th November 2012 

Visit late morning, sunny but breezy, warm. 

In view of the recent publicity about Ash ‘dieback’ I stopped to look at the large Ash tree on the eastern 

boundary of the car park. All the leaves have long been blown off and away, I saw no weeping cracks or other 

signs of disease. There was however a splendid specimen of Honey Fungus (Armillaria mellia) at the base of 

the tree. This can be a serious problem for which there is no cure, resulting in the loss of many trees.  I also 

found a brown ‘cup fungus’ (Peziza sp. – there are thought to be about 100 species of Peziza . !) A group of 

these were growing on dead grass and other vegetation raked up against the Wildlife area fence near the 

gate. ( I have never recorded fungi on the village green before so these could be ‘new records’ !)                                                                        

I noticed one or two plants of Creeping Buttercup flowering by the bridge along with Yarrow and a single 

Dandelion. There were fresh molehills in the community orchard. I was impressed with the amount of grass-

cutting and watercourse clearance that has taken place along the beck and the ditch from the reed bed.                                                                                                                                        

There were very few birds about, I saw Jackdaws, Rooks and a solitary Collared Dove flying over. Robins and 

wrens were ‘calling’ from hedges and thickets and I heard a Magpie in an adjacent field. I later saw a Buzzard 

pursued by a couple of Jackdaws heading towards Midtown Farm. There was a black and white cat hunting at 

the western end of the wildlife area.   I stopped for some time on the dipping platform to look at a brownish 

stain on the boulder just ‘offshore’. It looked like a deposit of anal gel from an Otter – but as I couldn’t wade 

out I was unable to be sure. Shortly afterwards however I came across a similar deposit on a boulder in the 

beck. I was easily able to check this and confirm that it was a fresh deposit of anal gel from an otter with its 

typical sweet (fresh mown hay) smell. Almost certainly the deposit on the stone in the pond was otter gel, 

also made very recently. I’ve noticed before that otter signs turn up after work on watercourses – whether 

this is due to curious otters or the fact that it easier to find signs in a cleared area I don’t know ! – probably a 

bit of both. There were very few insects – all I saw were a few large (unidentified) flies sunning themselves 

on the posts and shrub stems along the south-facing boundary to the west of the Greyhound. Now that the 

leaves have gone from the hedges, the fruit of ‘Snowberry’ (Symphoricarpus albus) were very obvious – I’m 

not sure whether this species is on the plant list for the Wildlife Area or not. 

Honey fungus Peziza sp. 

Otter spraint (anal gel) on boulder in pond 



Village Green visit 18th December 2012                                                                                                                                          

A  lovely sunny morning, warm, no wind – my first chance to visit the wildlife area this month. December isn’t a par-

ticularly productive month for flowers and insects, so, as I had been told that Dougie Murray had seen a Water Vole in 

the wildlife area, I decided to spend my time searching for signs (droppings, food caches, footprints, ‘lawns’ runs or 

burrows) that might confirm this as a record.  I waded the full length of the beck alongside the playing field from the 

bridge at the eastern end to the boundary of the wildlife area. This section has recently been cleared (both banksides) 

and is very bare. The water is very shallow and  I saw no signs. I met Sue Olson who was also aware of the possible 

sighting and she directed me to the section where the sighting had taken place. This is the section from the fence to 

the wooden bridge. The right bank has been cleaned recently and has been scraped ‘clean’. There is no cover for ani-

mals and I saw no signs. The left bank however, albeit a very short section looked much more hopeful, and this is 

where I was told Dougie had seen what he thought was a water vole. I searched this section quite thoroughly. It still 

has a good covering of coarse grasses and other matted vegetation and there are rushes  (Juncus) growing at the base 

of the bank where it enters the much deeper water and looked much better small mammal habitat. There are runs 

amongst the grass, some of which lead to the water’s edge. There were untidy heaps of ‘cut’ grass – but no tidy heaps 

of cut rushes or ‘lawns’ such as I came across when surveying for water voles in Somerset. I did not find any animal 

droppings.  Nevertheless I took a series of photographs and will endeavour to visit and monitor this stretch of the 

beck more frequently on a regular basis. The section below the bridge where there have been problems with Typha 

doesn’t look so good – however there was a lovely fresh otter spraint on a (small !) stone some yards from the gel 

recorded last month. On the way out I met Dougie Murray and introduced myself. He is clearly convinced that he saw 

a water vole when he was cleaning the beck. Dougie has seen an otter from his house across the road from the Green 

as well as a Kingfisher. He also described how he had watched a Buzzard swoop down from a tree and take a frog. It 

thus turned out to be an interesting December visit. 

I think this visit underlines the importance of not ‘overdoing’ the cleaning out of the beck. If the banks are to be 

scraped clear of vegetation then it should be done on a ‘rotation, basis – certainly the left bank of ‘good habitat’ 

should not be touched until the other (right) side has recovered and fully vegetated over. Even then I think I would 

advocate only dealing with half the length of any one side on a rotational basis. I would also stress the importance of 

retaining a good depth of water in this (and other) section/s of the beck. If there are water voles present they are 

going to need plenty of suitable habitat. It should also be remembered that the known frog predators (otter, heron 

and buzzard) would not be averse to taking a water vole. 

Likely habitat for Water Vole ? Possible grass ‘cache’ Close up of ‘cache’ 



Village Green visit 10th January 2013 

A dull and damp winter’s day, mild with no wind, temperature about 5 degrees C.           There was a 

Grey Wagtail in the beck just below the bridge from the car park, and fresh molehills in the area be-

tween the picnic tables and the ‘community orchard’. A pair of Robins sat together in the hedge be-

tween the Green and David Harrison’s garden and a Kestrel was sitting at the very top of one of the 

taller trees inside the Wildlife area. There were a few lumps of ‘frog jelly’ alongside the beck (Heron 

or otter predation) but they looked old and may well Have been around for a week or two. I found 

three Lesser Celandines in flower in the shelter of the south facing hedge below Barry Gorst’s bun-

galow.         Because there was not a lot to see in the way of birds, flowers or insects I spent an hour 

or so searching for signs of Water Voles (see ref. to Dougie Murray’s) sighting in last month’s note). 

I found no droppings, fresh cut stems, ‘lawns’ or burrows but I did photograph some (so far incon-

clusive) footprints – I must return soon to check any new ones. I also concentrated on noting sites 

where Otter spraints were present. In all I found nine sites. Most of the spraints were more than a 

week old (I found nothing fresh). With the exception of the two boulders in the pond the sites are 

scattered and relatively ill-defined, small stones, grass and debris piles, there are no ‘classic’ sites 

alongside the beck, although two spraints on the new flagstone bridge east of the pond provides a 

good place to see spraints. I wonder whether it might be worth placing one or two large boulders 

strategically at the beck side in an attempt to establish a couple of key sites for easy monitoring.                              

(note ; although I found nine sites there are probably more that I missed).                                 I noted 

that the inflow in the NE corner of the wildlife area (where it enters from the Greyhound car park 

area) looked a little polluted – probably worth keeping an eye on.  

 

Unidentified footprints 

Polluted inflow ? 

Otter spraint 



Short visit 24th January 2013 

 

This was a very brief visit to see if there were any more signs that could be Water Vole in or alongside the beck in the 

wildlife area. I found a few more (inconclusive) footprints and a pile of three ‘droppings’ which I photographed in situ 

before picking them up and taking them home to photograph again alongside a scale. The length – about 17mm sug-

gests Brown Rat as does the  width – about 5mm (cf. Water Vole  7 – 10mm long by 3 – 4 mm wide). So I think these 

are Brown rat Droppings. This doesn’t mean that Water Voles are not present, merely that I haven’t found certain 

evidence yet. 

There was a Grey wagtail in the Beck and a Buzzard flying over. I checked Otter sprainting sites but there was nothing 

new since my last visit. 



Village Green wildlife area – visit 6th February 2013 

Although early in the month I thought I would take advantage of the opportunity to visit the village green on a 

‘dry day’. It was windless, grey but bright and not unpleasant. There was still ice on the slower flowing sections of 

the beck and on the pond, and molehills were frozen hard. I noticed Jackdaws sitting in pairs on the roof ridges at 

Buckbottom and  Blackbirds  were chasing noisily in gardens (signs of Spring?).                                                                                                                                    

Entering the Green from the car park I disturbed a Grey wagtail which seems to  have  been a regular visitor to 

the beck in recent months. Blue-tits, Dunnocks and Chaffinches were calling in the southern boundary hedge. 

Buds are beginning to swell on some of the fruit trees in the community orchard.                                                                                                                                                                       

A Heron flew up from the lower end of the beck as I entered the wildlife area. I checked all the points where I 

have previously found otter spraints but found no fresh signs since my last visit. Celandine leaves are now really 

beginning to show – I saw a few plants in flower but the main flush is still to come. Snowdrops escaping from the 

adjacent gardens along the northern boundary are now in flower in the shelter of the hedge. I checked carefully 

along the stretch of beck where last month I’d found rat droppings and (unidentified) small mammal tracks but 

again found nothing new. From a wildlife point of view – not a very exciting visit – but it is still early February. My 

only photographs are of an iron rich effluent entering the beck from a drainage pipe beneath the playing field 

(harmless bacteria ?) and an ‘arrow’ (as used in archery) lying in the grass near the reed bed.  Whether this is a 

sign of ‘hunting, I don’t know. If I were practicing with a bow and arrow I think I would choose the more open 

area of the playing field where I would be less likely to mislay an expensive arrow. (I have the arrow at home if 

anyone reports its loss !) 



Village Green Wildlife area – short visit 15th February 3013. 

A short visit towards the end of a fine, sunny afternoon to check for Otter spraints, Two ‘sites’ had fresh deposits of anal 

gel (first riffle and dipping platform boulder) both probably from last night as the previous night there had been heavy 

rain.  

I also noticed and photographed some large ‘Jew’s ear’ fungi on old Elder at the base of David Harrison’s hedge. 



Village Green visit – 5th March 2013 

A lovely sunny morning, cold, but no wind. There was thin ice on the beck. 

 I was hoping that I might find frog-spawn this morning as it had been reported elsewhere last 

week, but I found none either in the beck (shaded and icy) or in the pond. I checked for otter 

spraints and found new ‘work’ (term used by Somerset Otter Group for spraints, gel etc.) .     

The boulder in the pond is difficult to see – there were many duck feathers and droppings – 

one possible new spraint on the north side – furthest away - from platform viewed through bin-

oculars. 

The site was relatively dry, it is some weeks since we had much rain, and I saw that the wildlife 

area’s management team had put in  a great deal of hard work cutting, removing and burning 

last year’s growth of reeds, rushes and (some) reedmace (Typha). Some of the cut Typha stems 

displayed a clear cross-section showing just how spongy the structure of the plant is. 

There were plenty of celandines and snowdrops, particularly along the south-facing banks. 

Daffodils in the tubs at the village green entrances were still standing straight up – not yet turn-

ing over. The playing field looks quite brown from the distance. I saw a few small wolf-spiders 

hunting in the sunshine – particularly over the cut reed stems – maybe it’s just that they’re eas-

ier to see against the light background. Buds on Hawthorn were beginning to show signs of 

swelling. 

Birds heard or seen included Rooks, chaffinches, woodpigeons, Great-tits, Blue-tits, wrens, 

Dunnocks and house sparrows. Jackdaws were sitting in pairs in the tree between Burgh House 

and Midtown Farm , as well as foraging in the wildlife area. 

Otter spraint General view over pond 

Cut reed bed Cut section through reed stem 



Village Green site visit Thursday 11th April 2003 

A slightly warmer day, maybe Spring is on the way. Overcast and cool , with a light wind. Most of the daffodils around the 

car park are still in bud. There was no sign of the Grey Wagtail today, although the upper beck alongside the playing field 

was very low, barely flowing, and I was following two other people as they walked towards the ‘new’ seat’, even so I was 

not aware of the bird flying off. 

The whole village green was VERY DRY and this proved to be the main feature of the visit. The predominant colours eve-

rywhere were golds, fawns and light yellows, through to cream to almost white, there was barely any green to be seen. 

The reed beds are still in their winter state with no new spikes appearing yet. I did notice Elder coming into leaf in David 

Harrison’s hedge, nettles and Queen Anne’s lace leaves are showing in sheltered places and there was one large clump of 

Marsh Marigold showing some flowers but largely in bud. Lesser Celandines were abundant.        I was again struck by the 

numerous signs of otter visits, 5 of the 6 sites that I regularly look at had new spraints since my last visit, although as 

we’ve had no rain they are drying out and staying a long time.                     

 The water level in the pond is a good 4 – 5 inches below the top of the outflow pipe and the frog spawn that I’d noted on 

my last visit was now high and dry, (dead), like spotted parchment suspended from what had been submerges vegeta-

tion. I found one small deposit of fresh frog spawn at the edge of the beck between the two riffles, but the water was 

barely flowing, more or less just seeping through the stones, it was cloudy und looked very ‘unoxygenated’.                                                     

The water in the beck just below the entrance to the wildlife area is very low -  exposing muddy margins, from where I 

extracted a a much decomposed bird corpse which I believe was probably the remains of a  Water Rail – a nice record for 

the village green, they are notoriously ‘skulking’ birds and seldom seen . A pity it wasn’t a live observation.  

Remains of water Rail 
Dry ditch and beck 

 

Low water level in pond Early Marsh Marigold Desiccated Frog spawn 



Village Green Site Visit—Tuesday 14th May 2013 

A bright, sunny but breezy day. The playing field was a hive of activity with volunteers mowing, strim-

ming and tidying up the playing field and community orchard areas. The smell of fresh-cut grass.    

The water bodies (pond, beck, ditches and pools) have now got water in them contrasting with last 

month’s dry prospect. (see April note). At last there were signs of spring albeit some weeks late. The 

Ash tree just inside the gate is now in flower and the leaf buds are beginning to burst. Grey green 

heads of flowering Timothy grass dominate many of the rougher uncut areas. The abundance of yel-

low flowers—Lesser Celandines still hanging on, Dandelions at their best and large clumps of Marsh 

Marigold was a feature of the day. Wavy Bitter—cress (Cardamine flexuosa) and the buds of Haw-

thorn and Elder flowers (all white) were also clear to see. I heard Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Wren, 

Robin, Blackbird, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon. Jackdaws, Rooks, and the occasional Swallow flew 

overhead. I checked for otter spraints—plenty of evidence of past visits but nothing from the last few 

days. The new ‘demonstration’ wildflower bank looked good with newly planted Birch saplings, Cow-

slips , Primroses and a clump of flowering Wood anemones. It will be interesting to follow its devel-

opment. A single Moorhen took off from the pond where (together with the beck) I searched without 

success for tadpoles. Maybe the dry April and otter activity is resulting in a poor year for frogs and 

toads. There was an impressive display of flowering Water Crowfoot floating on the surface of the 

pond—I am unsure whether this has been introduced or has come in naturally ? (The reed bed is be-

ginning to send up green shoots and as I left the wildlife area I saw two white butterflies (Green– 

veined Whites ?) and a lovely fresh Small Tortoiseshell . A bright green, metallic, Dock beetle shone 

in the sunshine on a freshly opened dock leaf. 



Village Green visit – 26th June 2013 

A lovely sunny late June day. Starting at the car park I had a quick look at the two large Ash trees, 

now in leaf, but saw no sign of ‘die back’. The playing field, which had been a yellow sea of Creeping 

Buttercup (Ranunculus repens) had recently been mown and the remaining flowers were easily distin-

guished from the taller, fine – leaved Meadow Buttercup (R.acris) in the uncut vegetation alongside 

the path. It would be nice to find the Bulbous Buttercup (R.bulbosus) and complete the trio. There is a 

fine patch of nettles between the path and David Harrison’s fence, I hope that this can be left as it is 

in a sunny position and should be good for Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock butterflies – both of 

which may be declining. Elder is coming into flower and there looks to be a good crop of Hawthorn 

berries for the coming winters visiting birds. I heard Greenfinches and saw a Blackbird carrying food 

for young. There was a Buzzard overhead being mobbed by crows/jackdaws and there were Swallows 

and House martins feeding over the playing field. The Wildlife area looked in fine shape, I noticed Yel-

low Rattle just inside the gate together with many other flowering plants including grasses, Knap-

weeds, Sorrels and a superb stand of Oxeye Daisies. Common Duckweed (Lemna minor) with its sin-

gle root covered much of the beck below the bridge. Tiny froglets were struggling across its surface. 

Yellow Flag and Bur – reed were in flower and Figwort buds were on the point of bursting. I saw Az-

ure, Large Red and Blue-tailed Damselflies and there were many Chimney sweeper moths flying 

amongst the longer vegetation to the north of the pond. Here I saw my first Meadow Browns of the 

year (2), a Small Copper and a Green-veined White. I noticed that it looked as if careful ‘spot-

treatment’ of selected rushes and docks had been carried out throughout the Wildlife area. Both are 

invasive species which need to be discouraged. I enjoyed my visit and would have liked to stay longer 

as I know there were many more insects flying which I did not have the opportunity to record. 

Creeping Buttercup Meadow Buttercup 

Large Red Damselfly Azure Damselfly 



Moths on the Village Green 

We made two visits (10th/11th July and 9th/10th August) to the village green to look for moths, using 

both a mercury vapour light running off a generator and a portable battery powered actinic tube trap. 

Altogether we recorded over 60 species. 

Drinker                                                                                                                        

Peppered moth                                                                              

Large Emerald                                                                                              

Common Emerald                                                                                         

Ghost Moth                                                                                                       

Buff Arches                                                                                                          

Buff Ermine                                                                                                       

White Ermine                                                                                                                                 

Burnished Brass                                                                                              

Gold Spot                                                                                                           

Plain Golden Y                                                                                                              

Brimstone Moth                                                                                                

Dot Moth                                                                                                            

Triple-spotted Clay                                                                                

Gothic                                                                                                                 

Barred Straw                                                                                                 

Map-winged Swift                                                                                         

Heart and Dart                                                                                                

Elephant Hawk Moth                                                                                   

Light Emerald                                                                                                   

Small Angle-shades                                                                                            

Straw Dot                                                                                                 

Smoky Wainscot                                                                                        

Light  Arches                                                                                                 

Dark Arches                                                                                                       

Antler                                                                                                                 

Brown China-mark                                                                                                  

Common Wainscot                                                                                                  

Double Square-spot                                                                                            

Fan-foot                                                                                                             

Six-striped rustic                                                                                             

Small Square-spot                                                                                        

Common Carpet                                                                                                     

Silver-ground Carpet                                                                                     

Green Carpet                                                                                                              

Barred yellow                                                                                                  

Dotted Clay                                                                                                             

Snout                                                                                                            

Clouded Border                                                                                                   

Mottled Beauty                                                                                                      

Willow Beauty                                                                                                         

The Flame                                                                                                  

Flame-shoulder                                                                                                   

Clouded Bordered Brindle                                                                                               

Riband Wave                                                                                                   

Large Yellow Underwing                                                                                   

Marbled Minor                                                                                                   

Middle-barred minor                                                                                           

Rufous minor                                                                                                    

Common pug                                                                                                 

Common Footman                                                                                      

Common Rustic                                                                                               

Flame Carpet                                                                                                       

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing                                                            

Lesser Swallow Prominent                                                                        

Shaded Broad-bar                                                                                               

Swallow prominent                                                                                     

Yellow Tail 

Mother of Pearl                                                                                                

Barred Fruit-tree Tortrix                                                                              

Bee Moth  



Mothing in July 

The lamp attracts the moths Large Emerald Drinker moth 

Buff Ermine Peppered moth Buff arches 

White Ermine Silver Ground Carpet Gothic 

Plain Golden Y Burnished Brass Elephant Hawk Moth 

Green Carpet Map-winged Swift Identifying the moths 



Extract from ‘Lakeland Naturalist’ Vol.1 Part 2 Autumn 2013 



            Needle Spike-rush (Eleocharis acicularis) 

                    Burgh by Sands Village Green Wildlife Area 27th July 2013 

                                       (Identification confirmed by Jeremy Roberts) 



Visit Saturday 10th August 2013 

An  afternoon visit with Sara and Tom. The day was dry with sunny intervals, warm and breezy. There were Swallows 

feeding over the playing field.     A quick look at the Ash trees in Campbell Read’s field adjoining the car park revealed 

browning and dead leaves in a few places on the smaller central tree, which also has many dead branches. This should 

be monitored in case it is Ash Die-back .   Berries (Hawthorn and Blackberry), look as if they are preparing for a heavy 

crop this year.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

It was good to have with us Tom’s young eyes and enthusiasm for hunting out insects. He found 2-Spot Ladybird 

(Adalia 2-punctata) – an addition to my previous very short list of beetles, as well as a Donacia species –probably 

D.,versicolorea on Potomogeton in the pond. Unfortunately we did not retain a specimen, but it should be easy enough 

to find another for confirmation of this common waterside species.                                                                                                                                                                      

Tall flowers (Purple Loosestrife and Great Willowherb in particular) were spectacular along the barely flowing beck            

There were large numbers of white butterflies flying – Large, Small and Green-veined Whites. I saw a very  worn late 

Ringlet and one or two fresh looking Wall Browns.I was particularly pleased to see 2 Small Coppers – both feeding on 

flowers of a lone Scabious plant in the ‘Dry Grassland ‘ area, and a Small Skipper. The latter species was seen when the 

Carlisle Natural History society visited the Green a fortnight ago. The Small Skipper is a recent arrival in our area – 

listed as ‘rare’ in the February 2000 Checklist published by Tullie House.                                                                                                                                                                      

It was also nice to see so many Common Emerald Damselflies and Black Darter dragonflies. I didn’t record either of 

these species in the first 3 yearsof recording on the Wildlife Area from 2007 to 2010. Both species are found at Mal-

colm Pape’s small nature reserve which is only a few hundred metres away as the ‘dragonfly’ flies.                                                                                                                            

There is a heavy growth of Common Duckweed on the beck, it is to be hoped that this will flush out with the next 

heavy rains.    I noticed a marked and interesting difference in 2 areas of grassland on the left of the path as you enter 

the Wildlife area (see photo). The difference must reflect management (cutting) but I don’t know how each area has 

been treated – the first (eastern) section is markedly more diverse. Although it is good to retain some Dock (Rumex) 

some of the plants along the northern and eastern boundaries are about to throw a very heavy seed crop and perhaps 

should be cut and removed before spreading too much.                                                                                                                                                                  

Day flying moths encountered included Silver Y, Snout, Common Carpet, Shaded Broad-bar and two common grassland 

species of ‘micromoth’ – Udea lutealis and Agriphila tristella.. 



Pictures— 10th August 2013 

Donacia versicolorea 
2-Spot Ladybird (Adalia 2—punctata) 

Small Copper Small Skipper 

Grassland management Dead Ash leaves 



Village Green visit 26th September 2013 

 

The day was cool and overcast, First of all I looked at the ash trees bordering the car park. The smaller tree 

has many dead branches and twigs and many leaves are browning at the tip. The adjacent tree is fine—this 

may simply be ‘natural’ senescence. There is a good crop of berries—particularly Hawthorn. Holly berries are 

beginning to turn red. The Purple Loosestrife alongside the beck is flowering and looks superb, the birch    

saplings are doing well and the reed bed is most impressive, reflecting the hard work put in last year. The 

Burr-reed in the pond is encroaching on the open water and is a potential problem—getting the right balance 

is difficult if things find conditions to their liking and do well it is often to the detriment of other species.     

Intervention may be required if the natural climax is not what is required  - the area is too small to let things 

progress naturally. The Needle Spike-rush has disappeared—flowered and died back. Jeremy Roberts visited 

on September 3rd and there was no sign of it then. There were a few very old otter spraints on stones in the 

beck but nothing recent. Orb-web spiders were present in the ‘dry grassland’ area which had recently been 

cut (by hand), there were quite a few craneflies amongst their prey items. Much of the flowering dock has 

been bagged and is ready for removal. Management of the wildlife area is becoming a problem, largely due 

to the lack of active volunteers. Thought will probably have to be given to making access for a small tractor 

mounted cutter and/or grazing animals. Would a management plan make a difference ? Possibly not as much 

necessary work is obvious and has to be dealt with as priorities, by very limited resources, on a day to day 

basis. On the other hand if/when a management team changes continuity of ideas (and hence hard-earned 

progress) can be lost. Any formal plan would need to be agreed amongst the team and possibly others in-

cluding appropriate charities. 

 

 

Purple Loosestrife Yellow Flag Iris seed pods 

Encroachment of Bur -reed Dead Short-tailed Vole  



Village Green visit 24th October 2013 

This note completes a series of brief reports on visits made to the Wildlife Area of the Village 

Green between October 2012 and October 2013 recording some of the plants and creatures using 

and living on the site in the fifth year since the first major landscaping and planting was carried out. 

 

A beautiful October morning, Pinkfeet geese calling and flying overhead, north towards Rockcliffe. 

Blackbirds busy searching for food at the base of the boundary hedges and water flowing freely 

again in the beck following  a few days with heavy showers. The contrast between the two Ash 

trees adjacent to the car park (in Campbell Read’s field) is striking—the larger tree is in full leaf, the 

smaller almost bare. It may be that the smaller tree is nearing the end of its natural life and that 

my earlier thoughts about ‘Ash die-back’ were unfounded. Beneath the larger Ash (on the Village 

Green ) was a most impressive growth of a (harmless) fungus called ‘Shaggy Scaly-cap’ (Pholiota 

squarrosa). Dead Elder branches in the hedge a little further on are supporting the fruiting bodies 

of ‘Jelly Ear fungus’ (Auricularia auriola-judae) another common species at this time of year. The 

thick growth of coarse grass alongside the beck was flattened in many places, showing where a 

large animal had very recently entered the water. Fresh spraints in three places confirm that at 

least one Otter is still active in the area hunting frogs (eviscerated remains found) and other crea-

tures in the area. I noted a new (to me) sprainting site to the west of the pond in the small drain-

age ditch below the path. Ivy is a late-flowering plant providing nectar for insects such as hover-

flies, bees, wasps and butterflies late into the year. A large Ivy ‘bush’ in full sunshine on the north-

ern boundary was a very busy insect ‘feeding station and at one time I counted nine Red Admiral 

butterflies feeding within little more than a metre square. 

Pholiota squarrosa 
Auricularia auriola-judae 

Red Admirals feeding on Ivy 



One of the most exciting features of the year has been being able to record the regular 

visits of an otter/otters to the Village Green—hunting for frogs and other prey. 

Signs of these animals are quite frequent in and around our village. As well as  ‘spraints’, 

which are droppings often used to mark territory, and footprints, there have been a 

number of daylight sightings during the year Mostly, however, otters are out and about 

during hours of darkness. 

The otter below was briefly caught on camera  in the Wildlife Area late one evening in 

November 2013. 

Map showing recent records of otters/otter signs on the Cardurnock Peninsula between Anthorn 

and the Eden (1 kilometre squares) 

Otter (Lutra lutra) Burgh by Sands 


