
                       Burgh by sands Village Green Wildlife Area  —  notes for 2017    

                                                                   INTRODUCTION 

It is now ten years since I first visited the Wildlife Area of the Village Green. Between 2008 and 2010 I made                

regular, casual observations with photographs, of the development of the Green from a wet field into an area                  

designed to provide habitats for local wildlife. (Illustrated booklet ‘The Seeds are Sown’  -  Russell Gomm Decem-

ber 2010). Two years later I followed this with a collection of short notes and photographs made between Octo-

ber 2012 and November 2013. (unpublished report). For the next three years I made only a few short, casual     

unrecorded visits. 

To some extent prompted by the spectacle in December 2016, of many hundreds of Starlings performing wheeling 

flight displays over the Village Green before descending to roost in the reedbed, I determined to try and repeat 

another year of monthly recording during 2017, prompting me to take a preliminary look around to refresh my 

memory of the site and to plan my approach to the years recording. 

Starlings gathering and roosting in reedbed. 

 Preliminary look around, December 2016 

It had been plain from the first plans for the Village Green that careful and regular maintenance of the 

site would be needed if the various functions planned for the area were to be realised, and over the 

past ten years many projects have been completed by a succession of dedicated volunteers. On this pre-

liminary visit the results of their work was immediately obvious. The mown area of the sports field was 

in use, the pathways around the field and the Community orchard were clear and inviting and the banks  

of the drainage ditch/beck had recently been cleaned. All the result of hard work. Although very much  

winter, I  noticed that moles had been very active  alongside the pathways and that the shoots of early 

(planted) daffodils were showing well above ground. As I walked along the path towards the Wildlife 

Area I heard or saw Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Blackbird (alarm call), Carrion Crow and Jackdaw. 

 



 
On entering the Wildlife Area I was impressed with 

the speed of growth of the planted trees to the 

south of the path, particularly the Birch which I re-

membered as saplings three years ago. Now, many 

were bursting through their protective tubes. The 

water level in the beck was sufficiently high to main-

tain a good flow, it had clearly been higher quite 

recently as shown by a deposit of Duckweed strand-

ed some 10 inches above the water level.  

The reed bed had extended considerably and has 

really changed the appearance of the site. A good 

proportion had been cleared, the cut reeds re-

moved and piled at the western end of the recrea-

tion area.  As mentioned above, sufficient standing 

reeds remained to attract many hundreds of Star-

lings , albeit only for a short period at the turn of 

the year. 

In contrast with the Recreation Area, the pathways 

in the Wildlife Area were less distinct and beyond 

the dipping platform, overgrown. Sites where I re-

member regularly finding and monitoring traces of 

otters were now obscured, with the exception of 

the large boulder at the edge of the pond. The 

pond itself was frozen over and the vegetation 

around was heavily frosted (2.30 pm)  

Whilst I walked around , Sara made the following list of 

plants which she found ‘in flower’. 

Bellis perennis (Daisy), Stellaria media (Chickweed), Veroni-

ca persica (Speedwell), Capsella bursa-pastoris (Shepherd’s 

Purse), Lanum purpureum (Red dead-nettle), Cardamine 

hirsuta (Hairy Bitter-cress), Cymballaria muralis (Ivy-leaved 

Toadflax), Senecio vulgaris (Groundsel), Taraxacum agg. 

(Dandelion),  Matricaria discoidea (Pineappleweed), Poa 

annua (Annual Meadow Grass), Hedera helix (Ivy) and      

Juncus effusus (Soft Rush).  



Visit 16th January 2017 

A morning visit, the weather was mild, sunny and warm for January. 

Entering through the car park it was plain that the second large Ash tree is now dead. Whether this is 

the result of Ash Die-back or just ‘old age’ I am not sure. 

Dead Ash tree January 2017 

Three photos of  dead leaves on the 

same Ash tree in September 2013 

There was plenty of evidence of mole activity, particularly alongside the path towards the community 

orchard.    Early buds were showing on Elder bushes and I heard or saw Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, 

Robin, Blackbird, Carrion Crow, Dunnock, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Coal Tit as I walked towards the gate 

into the Wildlife Area. I came across the remains of a Woodpigeon, possibly taken by a Sparrowhawk 

just before the gate. 

Early buds on Elder Remains of Woodpigeon 

There was a very old otter spraint on a stone in the beck just above the the bridge, outside the wildlife 

area and both Hairy Bittercress and Red Deadnettle were flowering on the banks of the beck, where 

there was also a single Lesser Celandine in bud. 

Hairy Bittercress 
Red Deadnettle 



As mentioned in the Introduction, the pathway, where surfaced with gravel, is clear, beyond the dipping 

platform it is less distinct. The wooden dipping platform itself is extremely slippery. I walked around the 

pond as far as the flagstone bridge. There are few small ‘access points’ to the pond where waterfowl may 

have entered the pond and where I might have expected to find signs if otters had been about, but I saw 

no such signs. I then retraced my steps to near the large boulder in the pond before walking through the 

planted ’dry grassland’ area towards the houses to the north. Here I found a few Lesser Celandines in 

flower and added a Chaffinch to the days bird list. 

Lesser Celandine 

I walked around the reedbed and across the cut area. As yet there was no sign of any fresh spring 

growth. There was a burrow entrance in the ground, recently used, (probably that of a Short-tailed 

Vole) but I saw no other sign of animal activity. 

Entrance to vole burrow ? 

The Wildlife Area gave the impression of being  shut down for the winter. On the way off the Village 

Green I saw both Daisy and Pineapple Weed  in flower alongside the perimeter track. 

Daisy Pineapple Weed 



Visit 14th February 2017 

A mild, bright, sunny day following a light overnight frost, I visited at about noon. Grass is beginning to 

show signs of growth on and alongside the playing field, daffodils are well up and in bud and daisies in 

flower alongside the pathways. 

The beck was very low, barely a trickle, we’ve had very little rain over the last month. There were a few very 

large, new molehills along the sides of the beck. Some of the fruit trees in the community orchard are showing 

buds. I heard Song thrush and Blackbird singing in adjacent gardens and hedgerows. There was a Carrion crow 

perched high in the Ash tree at the end of David Harrison’s hedge. Crows are predators and often choose such 

lookout positions from which to observe the activities of small birds and mammals. There was a Wren busily 

searching through the pile of cut reeds at the end of the playing field. 

Entering the Wildlife Area I heard a flock of Goldfinches ‘tinkling’ to each other in the southern boundary 

hedge and watched a small party of Jackdaws flying overhead, but I saw no other bird activity. I was 

again struck by the low level of the water in the beck and in the pond. The old  ‘tideline’, marked by a 

line of duckweed was nearly a foot  above present water level. The bed of the beck at its lower end was 

a bright yellow colour—caused by the presence of iron rich bacteria ? 

Low water level in the beck. And 

the pond. 



February 14th 2017  

I found two pieces of ‘frog jelly’, left by the pondside where a predator, probably a Heron had eviscerated 

a frog before eating it. There was no sign of black embryo tadpoles and I saw no evidence of breeding 

frogs elsewhere. 

I walked around the margin of the pond on the north side on the muddy ‘shore’ looking for footprints. 

The only signs I saw belonged to either a Moorhen or a Water Rail  -  either of which is possible, I have 

recorded both previously (albeit the Rail was very dead !)  Plants of a Water Crowfoot (Ranunculus 

aquatilis ?) lay flat on the mud as if pressed. The water was low, well below the overflow outlet.  

As I walked through the ‘dry flower meadow’ there was constant song from another Wren and a small 

flock of Chaffinches flew into the Wildlife Area from the adjacent gardens. There were many more      

Celandines in flower than on my last visit. I was delighted to watch a Tree Creeper on one of the large 

Birch trees  - an addition to the list of birds that I have seen in the Village Green Wildlife Area.                                  

I searched in vain along the fenceline in the sun hoping for an early Bumblebee or Hoverfly. New, fresh 

young Dock leaves were beginning to unfurl. As I left the site there was a party of rooks feeding on the 

playing field. 

Although it is only February, the winter has so 

far been very mild, there has been little rainfall 

and the water in the pond must be fairly stag-

nant. I noticed that there is already the              

beginnings of a flush of green algae (Blanket 

weed). 

Water Crowfoot (Ranunculus aquaticus) 



Saturday 4th March   -   casual visit to Village Green Wildlife Area 

Having just visited another pond in the Village and seen fresh frog spawn I decided to call in at the 

Village Green on the way home. It was a beautiful, warm (for the time of year) sunny afternoon .               

As I approached the pond I could hear frogs croaking and from the dipping platform I could see a 

large number, probably between 15 and 20 frogs, on the far side of the pond, splashing around and 

croaking loudly.                                                                                                                                                                   

Sections of the beck along the south side of the site contained large amounts of spawn as did the 

north (shallower) edge of the main pond, particularly where the frogs were congregated. Although I 

moved as quietly as I could the frogs soon disappeared beneath the water. 

 

Frog spawn in the beck Frog spawn in the pond 

Breeding frogs using the pond for spawning 



Visit 15th March 2017 

A sunny, bright and breezy day. A sweet smell of newly cut grass from the first mowing of the playing 

field this year. A fine display of daffodils beneath the Ash trees alongside the car park. Blackbird, Wren, 

Robin and Dunnock all singing. The level of the beck had dropped again despite recent rain. Most of the 

fruit trees in the Community orchard were showing leaf and/or flower buds and a Damson ? was in full 

flower with an early hoverfly (Eristalis pertinax)) feeding on the blossom. 

Moving through the gate into the Wildlife Area I listened to Robin, Wren and Woodpigeon singing. The 

frog spawn that I had recorded on 4th March had expanded into a huge mass in the beck opposite the 

dipping platform. There is an iron rich inflow into the beck at this point and it was interesting to note 

that there was an abrupt end to the frog spawn here. 

Clumps of frog spawn at the bottom )western) end of the pond were coated with green algae. It will be 

interesting to see if it survives. There was a single (unidentified) medium sized water beetle on a boul-

der at the edge of the pond. Green shoots of many plants were showing around the pond and there 

was a strong and pleasant smell of water mint. 

Frog spawn deposit ending at iron rich inflow 

Unidentified Water Beetle Frog spawn covered with algae 

Eristalis perinax 



15th March  

. Small Wolf spiders scuttled over the dry grass and other vegetation amongst which was a spectacular 

show of Lesser celandine and a single large Dandelion. 

The sunshine had clearly brought out a number of insects. Apart from the numerous small flies visiting 

the celandines small colourful beetles were active. I saw half a dozen or more 7-Spot Ladybirds, a number 

of the small metallic green ‘Dock ‘ beetles (Gastrophysa viridula) and a procession of small metallic blue 

Flea Beetles (Altica lythi). 

7—Spot ladybird 
Dock beetle (Gastrophysa viridula) 

Although I looked carefully I saw no sign of the reeds 

in the reed bed shooting yet, nor any signs of otters 

having visited the pond or the beck. 

Flea beetles (Altica lythi) 



Visit 18th April 20017 

A bright ,sunny morning, cool, after a slight overnight 

frost. The first thing I noticed on entering the car park 

was that the large Ash tree was in flower. The black leaf 

buds looked full  -  but showed no sign of bursting yet. 

The (planted) daffodils are over and the most obvious 

and colourful flowers are now Daisies and Dandelions. 
Flowering Ash 

The month’s difference since my last (March) visit was 

very obvious. The air was full of birdsong  - Song Thrush, 

Blackbird, Chaffinch, Great and Blue Tits, Dunnock, Gold-

finch and Blackcap, with Collared Dove and Woodpigeon 

also calling, not necessarily all on the Village Green but if 

not then nearby. The Lesser Celandines were pretty 

much over and there were many large Dock leaves sup-

porting huge numbers of the Dock beetle (Gastrophysa 

viridula). Their clusters of yellow eggs were everywhere 

and some of their larvae had begun to reduce the leaves 

to a network of veins, 

Gastrophysa eggs 

We’d not had much rain in the previous three weeks 

and looking into the beck from near the entrance to 

the wildlife area small patches of mud were exposed, 

over which Common Pond Snails (Limnaea peregra) 

were moving about, presumably feeding on algae on 

the surface of the mud. 

Moving into the Wildlife Area I disturbed a Moorhen 

which took flight from the beck. Wren, Chiffchaff 

and Willow Warbler were singing and there were a 

few House Sparrows feeding at the edge of the reed-

bed. Again I searched in vain for signs ofotters where 

I had seen them in previous years. What I did notice 

was the encroachmentof Reed Mace (Typha angusti-

folia) from the margin of the pond into the path.  
Typha encroaching int pathway 

Common Pond snail on mud 



Visit 18th April  

In the small planted Birch 

copse to the south of the 

path a few Bluebells (hybrid 

or Spanish) and Cowslips pro-

vided splashes of colour. 

Even from a distance I could see 

that the surrounds of the pond 

were supporting a spectacular 

show of Marsh-marigolds (Caltha 

palustris). 

Whilst the beck was still running, 

albeit at a fairly low level, the pond 

was very low and a good deal of 

mud was exposed. I wondered how 

the tadpoles which would have 

hatched from the spawn I had seen 

on my March visit were now fairing. 

Low pond level and blanketweed 

I was hoping to see a few insects on such a sunny morning and was not disappointed. First of all I saw a 

rather worn (last year’s) Peacock butterfly, followed by a lovely fresh Green-veined White and four or 

five male Orange Tip butterflies flying around large clumps of Lady’s Smock - one of the Orange Tips’ 

preferred food plants. 

Lady’s Smock 
Green-veined White Orange Tip 

As I walked though the grassy 

area towards the reedbed I no-

ticed Ribwort Plantain and Tim-

othy Grass in flower and saw 

that the shoots of this year’s 

reed (Phragmites) were be-

tween 15 and 18 inches high  - 

Spring has definitely arrived. 



Visit 22nd May 2017 

An afternoon visit which started off warm and sunny but clouded over later. There was quite a contrast 

with my last (April) visit. Perhaps the most striking differences were firstly the overwhelming impression 

of white and green. There was an amazing display of umbelliferous flowers. Cow Parsley (Anthriscu syl-

vestris, Hogweed (Heracleum sphondilium) and Pignut (Conopodium majus) which together created a 

’froth’ of white amongst the green grasses and other plants.  

The second thing that struck me was the dryness of the site, there had been a lack 

of rain over the last month. The beck was stagnant and the pond had virtually dried up. I searched in vain 

for any signs of tadpoles from the large amounts of frog spawn that I’d seen earlier in the year. I hope 

that maybe some had metamorphosed sufficiently to escape into surrounding vegetation. Pond snails lay 

dead on the dried out bed of the pond. 

Afternoons are not the best time to see much bird life but I enjoyed 

Swifts and Swallows flying overhead, and the usual garden songbirds 

were singing. There was a Pied Wagtail near the Ash tree (coming in-

to leaf) in the car park  and Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler singing 

nearby. A ‘highlight’ for me was hearing a Sedge Warbler singing 

loudly from the reed bed.  

Conditions were not ideal for flying insects by the time I had en-

tered the middle of the Wildlife Area, there were a few Green-

veined White butterflies, one Small Tortoiseshell and a Wall Brown. 

I saw a few day-flying moths  - mostly Silver-ground Carpets and one 

Silver-Y. I also came across the tiny ‘Nettle Tap’ moth, one of our-

commoner ‘micromoths’, characteristically sitting on a nettle leaf. 

Pied Wagtail 

Nettle Tap moth 

Cow Parsley Hogweed Hawthorn 

Dry pond bed Small remaining area of stagnant water Dead Pond snails 



Visit 22nd May  

Other insects  included a Buff-tailed Bumblebee and a Common Carder Bee, there were a few hoverflies 

including  a pair of mating Helophilus sp. (probably H.pendulus), a Hawthorth Shieldbug (Acanthosoma 

haemorrhoidale), and a number of small beetles. Notably Phyllobius pomaceus and another weevil, one 

of the ‘Figwort weevils ‘ Cionus sp. 

A particularly rewarding botanical find was a flowering spike of Northern Marsh Orchid 

(Dactylorchis purpurella). This once common orchid has declined massively in Cumbria due to agri-

cultural improvements. Since this species could not have been purposely introduced artificially into 

the site when the Green was originally planted up in 2009 ,its presence must  to some extent be a 

reflection on the designation and management of the ‘Wildlife Area’. 

Northern Marsh Orchid 

Phyllobius pomaceus Figwort Weevil (Cionus sp.) 

Mating pair of Helophilus sp, (pendulus ?) Hawthorn shieldbug 



Visit 22nd May  

Despite the dryness of the site there was a good variety of plants in flower. Grasses , sedges and rushes 

in particular as well as a few survivors of the 2009 plantings in the wet and dry grassland areas. Alongside 

the beck  were fine stands of Common Spike Rush (Eleocharis palustris) and Water Avens  (Geum rivale). 

Timothy Grass and Ribwort Plantain growing alongside the trackway were also at their best.. 

Invertebrate groups other than insects were noticeable, spiders in particular. The piles of cut and 

dried reed stems near the gate were alive with small wolf spiders taking advantage of the sunshine, 

and there was a recently hatched ‘nest’ of small spiderlings possible one of the orb web spiders   - 

perhaps Common Garden spider suspended over the beck. 

Common Spike Rush Water Avens 

Ribwort Plantain Timothy Grass 

Wolf Spider Nest of ‘Spiderlings’ (Garden Spider ?) 



Visit 3rd July 2017 

This was a delayed ’June ’ visit.  Two weeks on holiday and wet weather before and after we were away 

meant that I did not have the opportunity to visit the Village green in June. The 3rd July was dull, but it 

was dry. My first observation from the car park, apart from the men erecting a huge marquee, was the 

large number of swallows swooping low over the recently mown playing field feeding on flies and other 

insects. I stopped on the bridge and looked at the beck which was surprisingly low considering the wet 

weather that we’d had. There was a thick growth of vegetation alongside and in the base of the beck. 

Teasel, Foxgloves and two species of thistle Spear   thistle (Cirsium vulgare) and Creeping Thistle (Cirsium 

arvense), Knapweed (Centaurea sp.)  and Rosebay Willowherb (Chamaenerion vulgare) and many tall 

grasses provided a colourful ribbon between the mown Community orchard and the playing field. 

Foxglove Spear Thistle Rosebay Willowherb 

Apples were beginning to form on the fruit trees in the orchard, amongst which I saw a lone Meadow 

Brown butterfly flying. Entering the Wildlife Area I was immediately struck by the abundance and colour 

of the flowers. The growth of herbs, grasses, sedges, rushes and other plants since my May visit was im-

pressive.  

 

Despite the recent rains I was still able to 

step off the dipping platform onto the dry 

bed of the pond before forcing my way 

around what had been a path around the 

pond. In places the vegetation, Figwort in 

particular was taller than head height.  

Figwort 



Visit 3rd July  

My ‘usual’ monitoring route takes me along the north side of the pond as far as the small concrete 

flagstone  bridge, this time the vegetation was so thick that I was unable to find the bridge ! Retrac-

ing my steps to the western end of the pond by the outflow pipe (now fully exposed above the base 

of the pond) where there were many Flowering Rush (Butomus umbellatus) I entered the ‘Dry   

meadow’ area into a stunning display of Meadow Crane’s-bill (Geranium pratense). 

During a brief spell of sunshine I saw two or three Meadow Brown and Ringlet butterflies and one Large 

Skipper, good to see, but nothing like the hundreds that occupied the site before the 2008 develop-

ments when the habitat was altered. There were a few bumblebees feeding on the flowers most fre-

quently the Red-tailed bumblebee. 

The reed bed is now dense, the area cut last year has responded well. There is a strong growth of Soft 

Rush (Juncus effusus) between the reed bed and the beck. I was a little disappointed to see that a large 

area between the gardens on the north side of the site and the reed bed had been closely mown, a few 

flowering Crane’s-bill plants had been left,  but I hope that this is a ‘one - off’ piece of management and 

that there is no intention of extending it. With this exception,  and the lack of water in the pond and 

beck, the wildlife area was looking good with a wide diversity of wet and damp grassland plant species 

providing varied habitats for invertebrates, bird and small mammal species. 

Flowering Rush Meadow Geranium 

Red-tailed bumblebee on Meadow Crane’s -bill Meadow Brown butterfly 

Closely mown area north of the reed bed 



Visit 18th July 

A glorious summer’s morning, Swallows swooping over the recently cut playing field with no sign of 

the recent use of the field as a wedding reception venue. Sara accompanied me, keen for the                 

opportunity to take some close up, detailed photographs of plants and animals that I might otherwise 

miss on a (my) more general walk around the site. The Hogweeds and other Umbellifers which were 

so dominant alongside the beck on my last visit were now a mass of brown seedheads and, along with 

the foxgloves have been largely replaced by Meadowsweet and Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsu-

tum). The beck is now very overgrown with very little flowing water and only a few sections open to 

the sky. In one such open stretch I saw a Moorhen with two small fluffy black chicks, Sara also saw an-

other slightly older, young Moorhen indicating successful breeding this year for this species. 

I took a sweep net with me to try and sample some of the invertebrates living in the undergrowth.    

Although I didn’t find many ‘larger’ insects like beetles, I caught large numbers of small unidentified 

Bugs (Hemiptera), Froghoppers (Homoptera) and spiders.                                                                                             

The fruit crop in the Communal Orchard looks promising with many apples and plums forming. 

Standing on the bridge in the Wildlife Area’ looking towards the pond, the most striking feature was 

the sheer luxuriance and growth of wet and damp grassland plants. In particular the spread of the 

Reed bed which in places has almost reached the pathway leading to the dipping platform. From the 

bridge I saw six or seven white butterflies flying in the air at the same time, overall I counted more 

than thirty during the hour or so that I spent on the Green. Most were Small Whites with one or two 

Large Whites. There were a few Meadow Browns and Ringlets and I saw both Large and Small Skip-

pers. There was the occasional ‘chirrup’ of a Sedge Warbler from the Reed Bed. 



A selection of Sara’s photographs 

A small fungus ( Marasmius sp), two unidentified beetles and a 

Soldier Beetle 

A Ringlet butterfly on a Knapweed head, an unidentified  orb-web 

spider and a  micromoth (Evergestes pallidata)              



Visit 18th July 2017  

There was virtually no water 

in the pond the bed of which 

was a near ‘monoculture’ of 

Branched Bur-reed with   

Celery -leaved Buttercup and 

Flowering Rush occupying 

remaining ‘bare’ spaces. 

The vegetation alongside the pond beyond the dipping platform was almost impenetrable. Figwort, 

tall grasses, nettles and thistles made it difficult to gain the end of the pond  heading for the grassland 

area to the north . Here, Marsh Woundwort, Water Mint, Marsh Birdsfoot and Meadowsweet made a 

colourful, sweet-smelling display. It is a pity that voluntary help has not been sufficient to keep open a 

narrow path around the pond enabling visitors to enjoy this part of the site. I suspect that no one else 

has ventured here in recent weeks. The Meadow Cranesbill so striking on my last visit to the ‘dry 

grassland zone’ was now over and had been replaced by other flowering species, in particular a stand 

of Creeping Thistle from which there was a strong scent of honey. There were a few butterflies feed-

ing here, Whites and one or two Meadow Browns along with Hoverflies and (unidentified ) bees. I 

tried my sweep net here again, the result being much the same  -  many small bugs and spiders, this 

time with good numbers of small red Soldier Beetles. In the open area between the gardens and the 

Greyhound car park hedge there were one or two Ringlet butterflies flying. 

The extending Reed Bed 

Branched Bur-reed 

Growth of Bur-reed on the ‘pond’ floor 

Leaves of ‘Celery-leaved Buttercup’ 
Celery-leaved Buttercup (Ranunculus scleratus) 



Visit 18th July 2017  

From here I had to force my way through the Reed Bed to get back into the open ‘meadow’ area on the 

northern side of the beck above the bridge. This is now dominated by rushes (Juncus effusus) and Willow-

herb (Epilobium hirsutum) with scattered plants of other species such as a St John’s Wort (not identified 

on this occasion—but possibly ‘Square-stalked St. John’s Wort’ Hypericum tetrapterum). From here I   

returned to the playing field. 

This had been an interesting visit, albeit frustrated by the difficulty of access and moving around the site. 

The variety of wetland and wet meadow plants in flower nevertheless made up for this. It is difficult to be-

lieve that the Wildlife area is largely ’man-made’  and that most  of the plants that I enjoyed were only  

introduced (planted) eight years ago. 

I look forward to my August visit and to experiencing yet another range and variety of plants and animals. 

Meadow Sweet Water Mint 
Open area dominated by Soft Rush and Great 

Willowherb 

Greater Knapweed Great Willowherb Great Willowherb (Close up) 

Unidentified bee (Andrena sp. ?) Large Skipper Small Skipper 



Visit 17th August 

Two things impressed me immediately on entering the Village Green for my ‘August visit’. 

Firstly, the extent and density of the reed bed. Over the last few months my impression has been that the 

reed bed is beginning to dominate the site. However, on referring to the original (2008) map of the pro-

posed layout I see that the it now more or less falls within the area within which it was planned. (See 

rough sketch map). This must be regarded as a success. 

Secondly the abundance of dark pink and purple flowers—the display of Purple Loosestrife and Greater 

Knapweed (both planted) Rosebay and  Hairy Willowherbs which have found their own way to the 

Green, was quite spectacular. 

Purple Loosestrife alongside the beck 

Approximate extent of Reed Bed 

August 2017 



Visit 17th August  

This was an afternoon visit, it was sunny, but breezy. Just for the record I saw two Brown Rats dead on 

the road outside the Village Hall as I walked down to the Green. A number of friends and neighbours have 

reported seeing rats in recent weeks.                                                                                                                         

There was a large noisy flock of young Starlings in the hedge in front of Midtown Farm.                                                                                                                                                 

The usual Swallows were swooping over the playing field which had recently been mown and looked in 

fine condition. Alongside and in the beck were many seeding Docks, Willowherbs and tall, coarse grasses 

(mainly False Oat Grass and Cocksfoot). The fruit trees in the Community Orchard had good crops of rip-

ening fruit and it is clearly going to be a good year for Blackberries 

I used my sweep net amongst some of the shorter, dryer vegetation alongside the path down towards 

the bridge in the wildlife Area revealing the presence of a good number of small spiders including the  

‘Garden Spider’ (Araneus diadematus) and its close relative the ‘Four-spotted Orbweb Spider’ (Araneus 

quadratus). 

Garden Spider Four-spotted Orbweb Spider 

Whilst standing on the bridge I noted a large Hawker dragonfly hunting along the beck  -  it flew too high 

for me to identify it but was probably either a Southern Hawker or a Common Hawker. The beck is now 

full of flowering vegetation, including now Common Reedmace (Typha latifolia) which has a hold in the 

stream bed. Once it gets established this plant can spread rapidly and is difficult to control. There were a 

number of plants of Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) flowering alongsite the beck in the vicinity of the 

dipping platform, but the most abundant plants were Purple Loosestrife and Greater Knapweed, the 

latter having been planted in 2008, and which is now abundant. 



 Visit 17th August 2017  

Reedmace established in beck Wild Angelica 

There were many bumblebees butterflies and hoverflies feeding on the Purple Loosestrife and Knap-

weed. The pond is still dry and I walked along the southern margin rather than forcing my way down 

what used to be the footpath that once went around the pond. I thence made my way to the north 

side of the pond into an area supporting impressive stands of flowering Water Mint where there 

were Red Admiral and Large White butterflies feeding. 

Common Carder Bee—this bee is quite variable in colour (a pale individual) White-tailed Bumblebee ? 

Peacock feeding on Water Mint Mating pair of Large white butterflies Red Admiral on water Mint 

My impression thus far had been of very dense , colourful vegetation which, whilst making access 

difficult was providing a really rich nectar source for insects. I retraced my footsteps along the pond-

side and made my way into the ’dry grassland’ area. Here Ribwort Plantain is now very well estab-

lished with Oxeye Daisy, Yarrow, some Meadow Cranesbill (each of which were introduced when the 

area was planted up), and Bindweed which, although not introduced is doing very well along with a 

variety of coarse meadow grasses. Crossing the small mown area at the bottom of one of the gardens 

I made my way into the very thick reedbed and out into an area between the reeds and the beck 

which now contains a lot of soft Rush (Juncus effusus). 



Visit 17th August 2017  

Bindweed is thriving along the northern border of the wildlife area . It is quite an invasive plant 

and set me to thinking about other  potential ‘invaders’.  There are a number of places around 

the Parish where  Indian Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) has appeared in recent years and is 

‘spreading ‘ along  waterways and roadsides.  I thought it would be interesting to plot its extent 

near to the Village Green as at August 2017 with a view to seeing whether/when it is first rec-

orded there. Thanks to David and Hilary Harrison for notes of their observations. 

Bindweed climbing up a birch tree on the 

northern boundary of the Wildlife area. 

 Bindweed (Calystegia sepium)  in flower. 

Location of Village Green and flowering 

Indian Balsam in August 2017. 

Moorhouse NY325575 

Wormanby NY333590 

Oldriggs Wath NY336607 



 Visit 25th September 2017 

A warm, sunny afternoon visit but with a distinct autumnal feel about it. The grass on the playing field is 

still growing and looks as though it will need another cut before the winter The Hawthorn bushes around 

the edge of the field are laden with fruit ready for the visiting winter flocks of thrushes, and the blackber-

ries are nearly over (the Devil pisses on them on the last night of September !). Most of the Elder berries 

have already been stripped off by birds. which have also been enjoying fruit in the communal orchard. 

Windfall apples are lying in the long grass and will doubtless be enjoyed by small mammals, birds and 

invertebrates as they prepare for winter. Seen from the gate into the wildlife area ,the birch trees are 

already showing autumn colours. The overall impression of the site is one of a dense growth of reeds, 

rushes, tall coarse grasses and ‘fen’ vegetation coloured by  the yellow of Marsh Birdsfoot and intense 

purple patches of Loosestrife. 



Benign Neglect ? 

Although (to my knowledge) there is no formal, agreed management plan for the site, objectives 

and policies were discussed in a fair amount of detail before landscaping and planting work started 

in 2008. Grant-aid conditions called for full provision of facilities for public use and enjoyment, and 

for the involvement of the village community in its construction and development. Lack of funding 

and the difficulty of encouraging and recruiting volunteers to help maintain the Wildlife Area, are, 

in my view,  beginning to affect the use of the area as originally envisaged. For example. 

 

 

 

 

 

Access beyond the dipping platform is difficult. Vegetation on the route of the pathway around the 

pond is now virtually impenetrable making it difficult (and perhaps dangerous) to get to the ‘Dry 

Grassland’ area and beyond. The little stone bridge at the eastern end of the pond is now totally 

obscured by the encroaching reed bed so that the route around the pond is now denied to visitors. 

Access 

The Pond 

Despite quite a wet summer, the level of water in the pond has remained low. Certainly too low to 

allow ‘pond dipping’ from the platform, a feature that was envisaged as particularly useful for vil-

lage schoolchildren. Why this is so I don’t know, it maybe that the beck/water supply to the pond 

has been damaged or blocked, or perhaps the amount of water taken up by the vegetation, particu-

larly Reeds (Phragmites) and Burreed (Sparganium) exceeds the input. 

Day to day care and maintenance 

The rings and bands that supported Birch 

trees when young, need regular inspec-

tion otherwise more will die and fall as 

the support becomes to tight and cuts 

into and through the bark as seen (left) 

on this month’s visit.. 

Visit September 25th  



With these thoughts in mind I carried on around my regular monthly walk around the site.  

I could hear water flowing in the beck above the bridge, between the playing field and the orchard but I 

could not see it. The growth of vegetation in the beck is thickening, nettles are beginning to dominate   

and the Reedmace (Typha latifolia) recorded in August is beginning to get established.  

The open area to the east of the reedbed, (originally mapped by Dave Caryl in 2008 as ‘Low-lying 

damp grassland’) is now a thick growth of Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus) and Soft Rush (J.effusus)’. Yel-

low patches of Greater Bird’s -foot-trefoil scramble between the rush clumps  with Purple Loosestrife 

and Greater Salad Burnet and Dock showing above the general level of vegetation. The reed bed is 

virtually impenetrable (as indeed a reedbed should be) and the water level in the pond is at a very 

low level’, only a small pool a few metres square remains, the rest of the pond area is a carpet of Bur-

reed grading into reeds (Phragmites) at the eastern end. 

Access along the path beyond the dipping platform is now impossible but owing to the low level of the 

water in the pond I was able to make my way further into the site by walking along the dry pond margin. 

Here I saw a few fruiting heads of  Yellow Flag, two or three Red Admiral Butterflies, a Green-veined 

White, and hoverflies and Carder bees on the Purple Loosestrife flowers. There were also a good number 

of Common Garden spiders (Araneus diadematus) scattered amongst the taller plants.  

I photographed a Common Darter dragonfly on the boulder at 

the western end of the pond, this was the only dragonfly that I 

noticed on this visit (I saw no Damselflies either). This was pos-

sibly because I wasn’t looking hard enough, but it did make me 

think that the lack of water in the pond may have had a detri-

mental effect on the dragonfly (Odonata) population this year. 

Visit 25th September 2017  

The pond 

Yellow Flag (Iris) seeds Helophilus sp. 
Common Garden Spider 

Common Darter 



Visit 25th September  

Apart from a Hawthorn Shieldbug recorded and photographed in May, I have not noticed many 

‘True’ bugs (Hemiptera). I was therefore pleased to find two representatives of this group on 

this visit. The first was the ‘Thorny Shieldbug’ (Picromerus bidens), a brown bug with shoulders 

produced into thorn like points. With orangy coloured legs and antennae it is quite a striking in-

sect. It lives in damp areas with lush vegetation, is quite widely distributed in Cumbria although 

more frequently recorded in the south of the County. 

The second ‘bug of the day !’ was the Blue Shieldbug (Zicrona caerulea) This insect is less frequently 

recorded in Cumbria, (although this is almost certainly because there are few people recording bugs). 

The Blue Shieldbug is smaller than the previous species, but still quite striking because of its ‘metallic’ 

blue colour. It too is a predator, feeding on the larvae of beetles, in particular Flea beetles. I was lucky 

in finding an adult Blue Flea beetle adjacent to the bug, on the same plant 

My overall impression on this visit was one of management by (benign) neglect. This is totally under-

standable in the light of lack of funding, difficulty in finding suitable volunteers and to some extent lack 

of local interest in the wildlife potential of the site.  From the wildlife point of view clearly many species 

characteristic of the habitat will continue to thrive, and alter, as natural successions take place. This may 

well be acceptable, but perhaps reopening an access route into and around some of the currently less 

accessible areas might encourage more people to visit and to appreciate the range of wildlife to be 

found in a small area in the middle of the village. 

Thorny Shieldbug 

Blue Shieldbug 
Blue Flea-beetle 



Visit 19th October 2017 

A dull overcast afternoon following a couple of days of rain and strong winds caused by hurricane ‘Ophelia’. 

I was not expecting to see much of interest or change since my last visit, so was pleased to see a few speci-

mens of the ‘Spectacular Rustgill’ (Gymnophilus junonius)  - a fungus, growing at the base of the large Ash 

tree  beside the car park. This mushroom appears here most years. 

‘Spectacular Rustgill’ (Gymnophilus junorius) 

Moving on, the main impression was one of autumn colours 

and a huge crop of berries - particularly Hawthorn. There 

were a few Dandelions flowering and a patch ofa purple 

Heartsease or violet, a garden escape. A few insects were 

feeding on Ivy flowers , wasps (probably the German wasp-

(Vespa germanica} and one or two hoverflies - Helophilus 

pendulus and Eristalis pertinax, both regularly recorded on 

the site feeding on scattered Cow Parsley still in flower. 

‘A garden escape’ Wasp feeding on Ivy Eristalis (pertinax ?) 

Looking closely at one of the fruit 

trees (a damson or plum) it looked to 

me as if it had been rather inexpertly 

‘pruned’ or damaged during    har-

vesting ? 

There were a few Red Clovers flowering and some buttercups by the bridge, but otherwise tall herbs, 

grasses and rushes were well into seed producing and rusty browns, ochres and tans predominated. 

There was a heavy growth of Duckweed 

carpeting the beck below the bridge. 

There was still no water in the pond save 

for a small area in the middle obscured by 

Potamogeton and a mosaic of dead leaves 

blown in from surrounding trees. 



October 19th  

Purple Loosestrife seedlings are beginning to encroach into the remaining , pond’ which is surround-

ed by thick mats of Bur reed and other marginal wetland plants. I have already commented on the 

level of the water in the pond (Sept. 25th visit page 4) and think that it would be interesting to  fol-

low and record the progression of plants in this area , either by fixed point photography or repeated 

transects—or both. The level of the water must now be about 2 ft. below the base of the dipping 

platform. I rescued the lifebelt and post which lay in the middle of the pond area and placed it in the 

platform. 

Using the edge of the pond as access, I walked up and 

down the northern margin which is now a superb mass 

of tall, wet meadow plants, water mint, gigantic  fig-

worts, rushes and encroaching reeds. Again, I think that 

it would be worthwhile and interesting to mark the edge 

of the reedbed and follow its advance into the rest of the 

Wildlife Area. 

Access to the ‘Dry Grassland’ area is not easy but it is worth going if only to see the difference to the 

rest of the site. There is a dominance of narrow leaved plantain at the western end , occasional plants 

of Yarrow add interest and Dock plants are seeding. The Meadow cranesbill so dominant in July has all 

died back as have the thistles and other summer flowering herbs which provide nectar for ‘summer’ 

insects. Ivy was flowering on the shrubs and fencing along the northern boundary, although because 

of the poor weather there were only very few insects feeding. The mown area in front of the bunga-

low has grown up but is now very much a grassy and uninteresting monoculture.   I made my way 

through the reedbed   -  not made any easier by the now dying reed stems tangled as they fell in the 

winds of hurricane ‘Ophelia’. There is a thick growth of Rushes, mainly ‘Soft Rush’ (Juncus effusus) be-

tween the red bed and the beck. 

Ivy flowering Dock  in seed 

A few remaining plants of Yarrow Thick cover of Soft Rush 



Visit 25th November 2017 

A Saturday morning visit, sunny and bright after a slight frost. There was football ‘training’ for youngsters 

on the playing field and following tidying up by volunteers, it was good to see the Village Green being 

used. I wasn’t expecting to see much in the way of wildlife on a cold November morning. Vegetation has 

died back and insects have either completed their life cycle for the year or are spending the winter in egg, 

larval or pupal stages, or hibernating. Having said that there was plenty of evidence that moles are still 

active. There was a large pile of prunings from the Communal Orchard to the east of the path opposite 

the picnic benches. The fruit trees are now bare, some have a layer of windfall apples beneath them, 

providing a valuable food source for thrushes and other birds. 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous weeks have been very wet, the surface of the playing field soggy’, particularly to the south near 

to the beck. So much so that there are now a number of healthy clumps of Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) 

growing. The general impression looking into the Wildlife Area is of winter browns and dead vegetation. 

 

 

 

 

 

On entering the Wildlife Area I stopped for a moment to see if there were any birds about. There was a 

Wren ‘ticking’ in the undergrowth, a Blackbird in the boundary hedge and a few Redwings in the trees 

in the South West corner. A flock of Rooks took flight from the large tree in Ash Tree Square and flew 

over the Green. I could hear Collared Doves and Jackdaws over by the Greyhound.                                              

A week or so earlier I had met Gareth Barratt on his way to try and sort out the water supply into the 

pond which at the time was dry, and I was interested to see if he’d met with any success. I was delight-

ed to see that there was water in the pond (albeit frozen over). The route I had used around the edge of 

the pond in recent months was now submerged. Admittedly it had rained a lot over the previous weeks 

and doubtless there is more work to be done, but the signs were encouraging. 



The rise in water level meant that to complete my ‘standard walk’ I had to use the route of the origi-

nal footpath between the the pond and the beck, a welcome diversion. This had been nigh impossible 

during the summer, but now that the vegetation had died back I was able to force my way along. This 

gave me access to the beck at the point where in previous years I had often found signs of otters, and 

4 years ago had photographed one. I looked but found no signs. Some careful clearance of vegetation 

from the beck. particularly in the vicinity if the ’riffles’ that were put in, might help reveal whether 

these animals are still visiting the Village Green. Returning to the western end of the pond I noticed 

small deposits of dead water snails and other pond debris a few inches above the water level on the 

bankside,, and wondered whether this meant that the water level had been even higher at some 

stage recently during heavy rain.   

I then made my way along the north side of the pond as far as I could towards the reed bed before 

my way was obscured and underwater. Reinstating a route giving visitors the option of a circular 

route around the pond, would in my view be worthwhile. Retracing my steps I then went into the ‘dry 

grassland area’, which in summer provides such a different experience to the rest of the site.  The Ivy 

which was in flower on the northern boundary on my October visit, was showing a fine crop of fruit.                                                                                                                                                                        

This would be a good place to look for the Ivy Bee (Colletes hederacea) next summer. There are a 

number of species of insects that are now reported as moving north, possibly associated with climate 

change. I have already recorded another recent arrival, the Tree Bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum) on 

the Parish Allotment and the Harlequin Ladybird (Harmonia axyridis) in a car park in Carlisle. All three 

of these insects can be expected on the Village Green before long. 

Pond snails and other debris Pathway under water 

Tree Bumblebee Ivy Bee Mating pair of Harlequin Ladybirds 

I left the Wildlife Area by forcing my way through the reedbed and the rushy area at the eastern end. 

 * 

Bee pictures from ‘Field Guide to Bees of Great Britain and Ireland. ’ (Stephen Falk) .                                                                                                                                                 

Ladybird picture from ’A comprehensive Guide to insects of Great Britain and Ireland’  (Paul Brock) 

* 

Visit 25th November 



Visit 11th December 

A short visit on a fine ,sunny, frosty morning. This completes my 2017 year of visits to the Village Green.   

     (Unless it snows before the end of the month and I can go and see what animal tracks I can find !) 


