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As in August, I wanted fine weather for my visits. I opted for Monday 14th, putting the moth trap out 

overnight, with another short visit on the 20th, since when, days have been overcast and cool. It was im-

mediately obvious that there had been changes since August. Leaves were beginning to change to au-

tumn colours, the beck was now choked with nettles (food plant for some of our more colourful butter-

flies), most of the fruit from the trees in the communal orchard had gone and wild fruits like blackberry 

and rose hips were ripening. Another sign of autumn was the presence of two fungi, a group I have not 

recorded previously. Thanks to Sara for helping me with their identification. 

A clump of ‘Wrinkled Field 

Caps’ (Agrocybe rivulosa) 

on woodchips in the car 

park 

Amongst the Birch trees near the entrance to the Wildlife area were 

two or three quite large specimens of a toadstool called Gymnopilus. 

There are a number of different Gymnopilus species’ usually referred to 

as ’Spectacular Rust Gills’ - named from the colour  of the spores          

(see photo. of spore print). 

Even more ‘spectacular’ was the abundance of beautifully fresh Red Admiral butterflies, I saw between 

twenty and thirty on my first visit along with an equal number of Small Tortoiseshells, a few Large 

Whites,  two Speckled Woods and a solitary Peacock. 

Swallows were still flying over the playing field, I heard Robin, Woodpigeon and Collared Doves calling 

and a large noisy flock of Jackdaws flew over. The pond is still covered with Duckweed and surrounded 

by a thick boundary of marginal plants including Bur-reed, Common Reed and Reed Mace. I saw a 

young Moorhen heading for cover as I approached the dipping platform.  

Small Tortoiseshell Red Admiral Peacock 

Beck alongside orchard 
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The evening of the 14th was warm and still. There was no threat of rain and no full moon so I put the 

moth trap out, again, as last month, on the dipping platform. The results next morning were a little disap-

pointing, however it was mid  September. Of the eight moths in the trap, there were two Pine Carpets,  a 

Sallow, a Lesser Yellow Underwing and three Common Marbled Carpets. There were also three beetles, a 

Black Sexton Beetle (Nicrophorus humator), a Burying Beetle (Nicrophorus investigator) and a small wee-

vil, probably (Hypera punctata) - the ’Clover leaf Weevil. Looking closely at the tips of the antennae of 

the Sexton and the Burying Beetle it is noticeable that both have orange tips—a characteristic of these 

two species. Thanks to the Cumbria Insect and Invertebrate Group for help with the weevil identification. 

Grey Pine Carpet Sallow Lesser Yellow Underwing Common Marbled Carpet 

Black Sexton Beetle 

(Nicrophorus humator) 

Burying Beetle              

(Nicrophorus investigator) 

Clover leaf Weevil 

Whilst most moths fly at night 

there a a few ‘day-flying’ species. 

There were a lot of tiny ‘Nettle tap’ 

moths resting in sunny spots on 

the vegetation and I saw two Silver 

‘Y’ moths. These are migrants from 

the Continent, they cannot over-

winter here but may sometimes 

produce a second generation in 

late summer. 
Nettle tap (micro) moth Silver ‘Y’ moth 

Dense vegetation in the middle 

of the wildlife area and around 

the pond was   beginning to 

show signs of dying back for 

the winter. 
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These three common Hoverflies were abundant, feeding on the nectar of the last of the summer 

flowers. All three are regularly recorded in the wildlife area. 

‘Marmalade Hoverfly 

(Episyrphus balteatus) 

Helophilus pendulus Eristalis pertinax 

I have seen both the Red-tailed 

Bumblebee and the Spiked Shield-

bug (Picromerus bidens)  regularly 

since the spring. It will be inter-

esting to see if I can find them 

again next month (October). 

Although not uncommon, I enjoyed my first 

sighting of this colourful beetle on the Vil-

lage Green. It turned up in my  net as I 

‘swept’ a large patch of flowering Water 

Mint. Called ‘Chrysolina polita’ I read that it 

occurs in various habitats, including wet-

lands, (usually on mint). It is nice to find 

things in the ‘right place’ from time to time !

(The beetle is about 1 centimetre long) 

This very long legged Harvestman was also something I’d never 

seen before. As far as I know there is no easily accessible book on 

harvestmen, but with the help of the Cumbria Insect and Inverte-

brate Group this delicate little creature was identified as Opilio 

canestrinii.  It is interesting to read  that it has only been known in 

the UK since 1999 (first seen in the Lea Valley). By 2011 it had 

spread northwards and has been found  well into Scotland.  Just 

look at the length of those legs ! 

Water Mint 
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September is the month when we really begin to notice spiders in the countryside. Webs stand out in the 

early morning, outlined with dew, and the adult spiders are often obvious and clearly marked. 

Metellina sp. Tetragnatha sp. Xysticus sp. Araneus diadematus 

However spiders are notoriously difficult to identify with 100% accuracy, particularly from photographs. 

Many require detailed examination using a microscope. My identifications are based largely on compari-

sons with photographs in the ‘Field Guide to British Spiders’ supplemented by pictures from the Internet. 

There are other clues however. The Metallina above for instance could be M. mengei or M. segmentata. 

The former is generally found in spring and early summer, the latter in late summer and autumn. Perhaps 

therefore this is M. segmentata. The Tetragnatha could be T. extensa or T. montana, The former is found in 

vegetation close to or over open water, the latter’ slightly farther away’ from open water. Based on where 

I found it I’d probably go for Tetragnatha montana (it looks more like the picture too) but I can’t be sure. 

The Crab spider (Xysticus) looks most like the picture of X. erraticus (but not unlike X. cristatus). Of the 

twelve species of Xysticus found in the UK these two are the ones shown on distribution maps as being the 

most likely in N.Cumbria.  How nice to come across an ‘easy’ one ! Araneus diadematus with its white, 

cross-like pattern, described as ‘the best known and commonest orb web spider in Britain. What fun !! 

Now for some ‘light relief’. These two common 

toads were the first animals to  take advantage of 

the shelter provided by a piece of corrugated iron 

placed in thick vegetation near the pond. It looks 

as though a mouse might be building a nest there 

too. 

I was delighted to see that a narrow strip of vegeta-

tion has been mown through what was originally 

planted up as a ‘dry grassland’ area. It  will be inter-

esting to see next year whether any dormant seeds 

germinate, or other plants appear given more space 

and light. 

There will always be more 

work that can be done to try 

and retain existing species, to 

regain some that have disap-

peared, and to enhance the 

site for a wider range of spe-

cies.. 


