
Visit 15th December 2020 

 

The first two weeks of December produced many grey, cool and drizzly days, and the forecast for the rest 

of the month didn’t promise any great change. So when the sun shone on the morning of the 15th I decid-

ed to take a walk around what was a very wet Village Green. Water was lying on many of the footpaths, 

but one dryer section was noticeable in that it was lined on either side by molehills.  

I wondered why this was, and found a paper in the ‘Journal 

of Applied Ecology’ dated 2001 which suggests that moles 

avoid compacted soil which is difficult for them to dig. An-

other idea was that beneath paths and roads there are too 

many overhead vibrations. Yet another suggestion was that 

moles dig deeper tunnels beneath paths, pushing the spoil 

heaps out to the sides. I don’t think we really know why. 

 

Windfall apples were still abundant in 

the orchard providing a good source 

of food for birds and small mammals 

during the coming winter. Despite the 

mild weather, one Fieldfare was still 

present. I wonder if it is the same one 

that I recorded last month. 

Most of the vegetation in the Wildlife Area is now brown and flattened, particularly the Bur-reed around the 

pond . The (Phragmites) reeds  have lost their green colour and are now quite brittle. I was able to force my way 

through the reed bed, something I have not done for many months. The level of water in the pond has been  

lowered which has eased flooding of the footpath, the change of level was quite clearly marked be the deposit of 

Duckweed which still extends right across the surface. A small section of the concrete slab bridge over a culvert  

has been cleared. Management of the site is sometimes difficult and it is good to see that interest and effort is 

being maintained. 

Duckweed—high and dry Culvert bridge  exposed            Bur-reed flattened by the rain 
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There were one or two flowers in sheltered places, I saw Hogweed and Cow Parsley which seem to   

flower right through the year. Last month I found a Lesser Celandine in flower, this time I found five, 

within a foot or so of each other, and one of the Alders was displaying subtly coloured new purply grey          

catkins. On my way through the reed bed I noticed many new Lesser Celandine leaves, and found one 

rather ‘washed out’ Red Campion plant. 

Although the day was fine, I saw or heard very few birds, (maybe 

because  there was quite a lot of noisy hammering and sawing go-

ing on near  the Greyhound Inn). Apart from the Fieldfare feeding 

on the apples I noted a number of  (very vocal) Blackbirds, a party 

of Jackdaws, two Woodpigeons and a Stock Dove. There were a 

number of small birds ‘twittering’ in the reedbed, possibly Blue 

Tits and/ or Wrens. A skein of Pinkfeet flew over as I left the site 

later on. 

Dunnock 

Hogweed Cow Parsley 

Lesser Celandine Red Campion Alder catkins 
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2020 has been an interesting year. Had it not been for the Covid ‘pandemic’ I might not have made as 

many visits to the Village Green, or spent as much time looking for things. This  prompted me to won-

der just what I’ve recorded on the site over the years, so I  spent a few wet days going through the 

notes that I’ve put together since first visiting the Wildlife Area in 2008, listing what I’ve noticed, and 

counting them up. 

Birds—230 records - 51 species 

Mammals—27 records  - 6 species 

Amphibians—13 records—3 species 

Butterflies—83 records—16 species 

Moths—-164 records— 82 species 

Odonata (Dragonflies and Damselflies) 20 records—7 species 

Beetles — 35 records 16 species 

Hemiptera (Bugs) - 13 records— 13 species (including 5 Shield 

bugs). 

Hoverflies— 16 records  -  4 species 

Hymenoptera (Bees and wasps) -  15 records  -  7 species 

Spiders  -  17 records  -  9 species 

Harvestmen  -  1 record  -  1 species 

Molluscs  -  2 records  -  2 species 

Orthoptera (Grasshoppers)  -  1 record  -  1 species 

Dermaptera (Earwigs)  -  1 record  -  1 species 

Lacewings  -  1 record  -  1 species 

Most of these records are simply notes on casual observations made as I’ve walked around the 

Green, not from any properly planned survey.  More than anything I think they show how much 

there is remaining to be seen and recorded. For instance I have not done any ‘pond dipping’ which I 

am sure would add to the Mollusc and  Hemiptera records, and perhaps even add new groups                    

(I have seen Sticklebacks in a nearby pond). The major element missing from this list is of course       

botanical records. Something for another year ? 

All these records have been passed to the Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre. 

Russell Gomm, December 2020 


